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Introduction and Overview
The Acts of the Apostles is the fifth Book of the New Testament. The second part of
a historical work, of which the Gospel According to Luke is the first volume; the Acts is
the story of the development of the Christian Church under the impulse of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is such a prominent figure in the Acts, that the Book is sometimes
called the Gospel of the Spirit.
Authorship
Scholars agree that the Acts of the Apostles was written by the same person who
wrote the Gospel of Luke. Because the book itself originally carried neither a title nor
the name of the author; however, the identity of this person is far from clear. As early
as the 2nd century, the work was ascribed to St. Luke, the companion of St. Paul.
Recent research; however, has led to the opinion that the author merely had at his
disposal a travel diary kept by someone who was an actual companion of St. Paul.
Thus, the author may have been one of numerous early Christians, known later, solely
from the anonymous pieces of literature they penned. For convenience of reference,
scholars continue to refer to the author as Luke.
Date of Composition
Some of the text (Acts 16:10-17, 20:5-21:18, 27:1-28:16) refers to the author as one
of the “we” who traveled with Paul, but Paul’s execution is not mentioned, and no
reference to his letters is made. Some scholars have reasoned; therefore, that the book
was written before Paul’s death (circa 61) and before the collection of his letters, early in
the 2nd century. Because the Acts is designed to serve as a second volume; however,
the Book must be at least slightly later than the Gospel of Luke, and the Gospel is
almost certainly later than that of Mark. The result is to put Luke’s two volumes
sometime in the last two decades of the 1st century.
Contents
With a beginning that overlaps the ending of Luke’s Gospel, the Acts tells the story
of the birth of the Church in Jerusalem (chap. 1-5); the martyrdom of Stephen and the
conversion of Paul (chap. 6-9); the opening of Peter’s eyes to God’s intention of
including Gentiles in the Church (chap. 10-12); Paul’s missionary travels (chap. 13-19);
Paul’s final journey to Jerusalem (chap. 20-21); his arrest, imprisonment, and hearings
in Jerusalem and Caes-a-re’a (chap. 21-26); and finally his voyage to Italy and his
confinement in a Roman prison in which he awaits trial before Caesar (chap. 27-28).
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Thus, the events described in the book are framed by the expansion of the Church from
its birth in Jerusalem, through the empire, all the way to Rome.
Covering a period of roughly 30 years, the story gives valuable insights into the
Jewish Christian Church in Palestine, led by Peter and James; but it finds its major
focus in the remarkable growth of the mission to the Gentiles, pursued by Paul; who is
thus, the primary “hero” on the human level. Particularly notable, are the numerous
speeches made by the dominant characters. The one given by Paul on the Ar-e-op’agus in Athens (chap. 17), may have been intended by Luke as a model for the
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentile world.
The themes of Acts are: (1) The ascension and promised return of Christ; (2) The
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost; (3) Peter’s use of the keys of opening the
Kingdom of God to Jews at Pentecost and to Gentiles at the house of Cornelius; (4) The
beginning of the Christian Church; and (5) the conversion and ministry of Paul.
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CHAPTER 1
Verse 1-2: This is an introduction to Acts. It tells that Luke is writing to The-oph’ilus concerning the ascension of Christ and events after.
Verse 3-7: These verses concern the resurrection/ministry of Christ. He was with
people 40 days before He ascended into Heaven. He spoke of things pertaining to the
Kingdom of God.
Luke 24:27 “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”
Luke 24:32 “And they said one to another, Did not our hearts burn within us,
While He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?”
Luke 24:44 “And He said unto them, “These are the Words which I spake unto
you while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written
In the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.”
Luke 24:45 “Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand
the Scriptures.”
He continued by saying that they should wait for the Promise of the Father.

Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you: but tarry
ye in the City of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”
Joel 2:28-29 “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also upon the
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.”
Ezekiel 36;26-27 “A new heart also will I give you, and a New Spirit will I put
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give
you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them.”
John 7:37-39 “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and
cried saying, “If any man thirst let him come unto Me, and drink. “He that
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believed on Him
3
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should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given: because Jesus was not yet
Glorified.)”
John 14:16-20, 26 “And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever: even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye
know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you
comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no
more; but ye see Me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know
that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you. But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My Name, He shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”
Jesus said that John baptized with water, but they would be baptized with the Holy
Ghost soon. After Jesus said that, the Jews asked if Israel would be restored at that
time. This had been a dream ever since their Babylonian captivity.
Jesus replied that they would not know what the Father had put in His own Power.
Matt. 24:36, 42,44 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of Heaven, but My Father only. Watch, therefore; for ye know not what
hour your Lord doeth come. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
Verse 8-9: These verses give the Apostolic commission. God gave them power
after that the Holy Ghost had come upon them. They would be witnesses over the
entire world.
Matt. 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen”
Mark 16-15-18 “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that
believe; in my Name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
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Luke 24:47-48 “And that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His Name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are
witnesses of these things.”
John 20:21-23 “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as My
Father hath sent Me, even so, send I you. And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whosesoever
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whosesoever sins ye retain, they
are retained. Remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are
retained.”
After Jesus had said this, He ascended into heaven in a cloud.
Verse 10-11: Two angels appeared after Christ had ascended into Heaven and told
the people that Christ would return just as He had left.
Verse 12-14: These verses tell of the wait that the disciples and others had in
Jerusalem. It talks of a Sabbath day’s journey, which is 4,854 ft. It also tells who was in
the upper room with one accord.
Verse 15-26: These verses contain the addition of Mat-thi’as as a disciple after
losing Judas. Peter spoke of the prophecies of Zech-a-ri’ah and the Psalms of David.
Psalms 41:9 “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat
of My bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.”
Zech. 11:12-13 “And I said unto them, if ye think good, give me my price; and
if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord
said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them.
And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of
the Lord.”
Psalms 109:7-8 “When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his
prayer become sin. Let his days be few; and let another take his office.”
They “voted” between Joseph, called Bar’sa-bas and Mat-thi’as. Mat-thi’as “won.”
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CHAPTER 2
The feast of Pentecost was one of three main Jewish holidays. It was observed fifty
days after the Feast of first fruits.
Verse 1-14: In these verses, the Gospel of Christ is given to the Jews. The Holy
Ghost descended from heaven after the Feast of Pentecost (50 days after Passover),
Lev. 23:15 “And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath,
from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall
be complete:”
when they were in one accord. The sound was like a mighty wind
John 3:7-8 “Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be born again. The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whence it cometh, and whether it goeth; so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”
and cloven tongues like fire sat upon each of them. They were filled with the Holy
Ghost
Matt. 1:18 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: when as His
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Ghost.”
John 20:19-23 “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week
when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you. And when He had so said, He shewed unto them His hands and His side,
then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them
again, Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so I send you. And
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the
Holy Ghost. Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”

and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
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John 4:24 “God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in
Spirit and in truth.:
Eph. 4:4-6 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in
onehope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
Other people visiting Jerusalem came when they heard what had happened. They
were all amazed and marveled how Galilaeans could speak many different languages.
There were 17 different nations recorded that heard their own language.
Isaiah 28:11-12 “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak
to this people. To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the
weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.”

Some asked if these men were full of new wine. Verse 14:41 Peter’s first use of
the keys of the kingdom (or given authority by God) is recorded here.
Verse 15-21 fulfills Joel’s prophecy.

Joel 2:28-29 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out My Spirit.”

Peter says these people are not drunk, because it is only the third hour of the day.
(9:00 A.M.). Peter also told of the Great Day of the Lord (the catching away of the
Church).
I Thess. 5:1-3 “Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father; and the
younger men as brethren, The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters,
with all purity.”
Peter said who would call on the Lord’s name would be saved.
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the
Power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek.”
7
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Verse 22-24 prove that Jesus was Christ. Peter said He did many signs and
wonders, was crucified and then resurrected from the dead.
Verse 25-31 mentioned where David foretold Jesus’ kingship after His resurrection.
Psalms 89:3-4 “I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto
David my servant. Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all
generations. Selah.”
Psalms 132:11 “The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn
from it; of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.”
Jesus’ soul was not left in hell or ever saw corruption.
Rev. 1:17-18 “And when I saw Him, I fell at his feet as dead. And He laid His
right hand upon me, saying unto me, fear not; I am the first and the last. I am He
that liveth, and was dead, and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of Hell and of death.”
I Cor. 15:50-57 “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the Kingdom of God; neither doeth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold I shew
you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in
a twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, death is
swallowed up in victory. Oh death, where is thy sting? 0h grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Verse 37-41 tells what Israel must do. Peter tells of how to be saved; repent, be
baptized (in the Name of Jesus), and they would receive the Holy Ghost. This Promise
was to everyone. After Peter’s sermon approximately 3,000 people were saved.
Verse 42-47: These verses tell of the 1st church. Verse 42 says they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (or teaching) and many wonders and signs were
done by (or through) the apostles.
The apostles and others sold their possessions and divided it equally. They
continued in one accord and the Lord added to the church daily.

8

9|Page

CHAPTER 3
Verse 1-11: These verses tell of the first Apostolic Miracle. Peter and John were
going to the Temple to pray at the 9th hour (3:00 P.M.). A man born lame was at the
Gate Beautiful to ask of alms. Peter said, they had no money, but he would give
him a better reward. He said for the man to rise and walk in the Name of Jesus. Peter
took his hand and raised him up and immediately the lame man was healed. Everyone
soon heard of what had happened and were greatly amazed.
Acts 4:10 and 14:8-18, tell that Peter did not heal the people himself, but it was God
that healed.
Verse 12-26: These verses contain Peter’s second sermon. Peter talks of how the
Jews crucified Christ and let Ba-rab’bas go.
Mark 15:6-15 “Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired . And there was one named Ba-rab’bas, which lay bound
with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the
insurrection. And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had
ever done unto them. But Pilate answered them saying, will ye that I release unto
you the King of the Jews? For he knew that the chief priests had delivered Him
for envy. But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release
Ba-rab’bas unto them. And Pilate answered and said again unto them, what will
ye then that I shall do unto Him who ye call the King of the
Jews? And they
cried out again, crucify Him. Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath He
done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, crucify Him. And so Pilate,
willing to content the people, released Ba-rab’bas unto them, and delivered
Jesus, when he had scourged Him, to be crucified.”
He told them to repent and to change their ways or they would be destroyed. They
should depend on God rather than men’s wisdom.
I Cor. 2:1-5 “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined
not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I
was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. That your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the Power of God.”
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CHAPTER 4
Verse 1-4: These verses tell of the first persecution of Christians. Peter and John
were put in prison because of their ministry. The Sad’du-cees did this.
Verse 5-12: These verses tell of Peter’s address in their trial.
The day after they were put into prison, Peter and John went before rulers, elder,
scribes, Annas, the high priest, Ca’ia-phas, John, and Alexander for trial. After Peter
was asked by what power or name he had done this, Peter replied that he had done it
by the Name of Jesus.
Philippians 1:17 “But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense
of the Gospel.”
He went on to say that Christ was a stone at the head of the corner
Eph. 2:20 “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone.”
and then was salvation in no other name under Heaven.
Verse 13-22: The verdict of the trial was that Peter and John would not preach the
name of Jesus again. They made the two apostles leave while they talked. They could
not deny the miracle because they saw and heard it happen. This is proof of Christ’s
power. They then let the two men go.
Verse 23-31: When they were released, they went back to their friends. They talked
of the events, prayed, were filled with the Holy Ghost, and spoke of God’s Word with
boldness.
Verse 32-37: These verses tell of the Church in Jerusalem. They were all in one
accord. They sold their possessions and gave them to the apostles to divide evenly
among other believers. Barnabas was introduced when he freely gave his possessions
too.
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CHAPTER 5
Verse 1-11: These verses tell of the sin and death of An-a-ni’as and Sap-phi’ra.
They hid back part of their possessions when they gave them to the apostles.
John 12:42-43 “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on
Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the Praise
of God.”
When An-a-ni’as gave his lot, Peter asked him why he kept part back. An-a-ni’as
immediately fell down dead. Young men carried him away and buried him.
Approximately 3 hours later Sap-phi’ra, his wife, came to see Peter. Peter said the
same things to An-a-ni’as’ wife and she immediately fell dead. They buried her by her
husband, and great fear came upon the Church. Death is the wages of sin.
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”
Verse 12-16: These verses tell of the power of the Church. Many were added and
Peter healed several people of sicknesses.
Verse 17-28: These verses tell of the 2nd persecution. The apostles were sent to
prison after the Sad’du-cees got jealous. Once in prison, an angel of the Lord came
and opened the doors and told the apostles to go and preach the Gospel.
When the Sad’du-cees found they were gone, they caught them again and asked
them if they had not been told not to teach the Gospel.
Verse 29-33: The answer of the apostles was that they obeyed God over men.
They were no longer afraid of men because they had God with them.
John 14:20 “At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me,
and I in you.”
He continued to say that they had crucified Christ and they were witnesses of that
fact. When the council heard that, they decided to slay them.
Verse 34-39: A Pharisee named Ga-ma’li-el, (a doctor of the Law of Moses), stood
up and warned them that two people (Theu’das and Judas) had died by going against
Christ and they could not win if they fought God.

11
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Verse 40-42: The apostles were beaten and then let go. They were told not to
speak of the Name of Jesus.
They left rejoicing, and preached and taught Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER 6
Verse 1-7: These verses tell of the 1st Deacons appointed in the Church. They
were Stephen, Philip, Proch’o-rus, Par’me-nas, Nicolas, Ni-ca’nor, and Ti’mon.
Qualifications for Deacons were : Sober, not double tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy, pure of conscience, faithfully serve, blameless record, lives not
slanderous. They were not to be chosen until they had proven these points. The
Grecians also complained because their widows have been neglected.
Verse 8:15: This tells of the third persecution in the Church. Stephen did many
wonders among the Church. Then certain people in the Synagogue (Lib’er-tines, Cyreni-ans, Alexandrians, and of them of Ci-li’cia and of Asia), disputing with Stephen.
The disgruntled even set up false witnesses against Stephen and turned others against
him. They said he talked of Jesus destroying the Temple.
Matthew 24:1-2 “And Jesus went out, and departed from the Temple: and His
disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the Temple. And Jesus
said unto them, See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall not
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
All of the council saw his face as the face of an angel.
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CHAPTER 7
Verse 1-53: The high priest asked if those things were true.
Stephen talks of the history of Israel starting with Abraham; Abraham’s attempted
sacrifice of his son, Jacob, and twelve patriarchs: Joseph, Moses and his travels,
Moses meeting God, David, Solomon, and that their families had slain prophets of God.
Verse 54:60: After they had heard these things, they were cut to the heart. They
even hit him!
II Corinthians 3:13-14 “And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that
the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is
abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this day, remained the same
vail untaken away in the reading of the Old Testament; which vail is done away in
Christ.
II Corinthians 4:3-6 “But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
“In whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord: and
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
But Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost and saw the Son of Man on the right hand of
God. This is not a literal meaning, but one depicting authority.
Isaiah 51:3-4 “For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste
places; and He will make wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the Garden of
the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of
melody.”
Isaiah 59:16 “And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there
was no intercessor: therefore, his arm brought salvation unto him; and his
righteousness, it sustained him.”
Isaiah 63:5 “And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that
there was none to uphold: therefore, mine own arm brought salvation unto me
and my fury it upheld me.”
Isaiah 40:10-11 “Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his
arm shall rule for him: behold his reward is with him, and his work before him.
14

15 | P a g e
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm,
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.”
Hebrews 1:1-3 “God who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made
the worlds; Who being the brightness of His Glory, and the express image of His
person, and upholding all things by the Word of His Power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
Psalms 98:1-3 “Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song; for He hath done
marvelous things: His right hand, and His Holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.
The Lord hath made known His salvation: His righteousness hath He openly
shewed in the sight of the heathen. He hath remembered His Mercy and His truth
toward the House of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our God.”
John 14:20 “At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me,
and I in you.”
John 10:37-38 “If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not. But if I do,
though ye believe not Me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe that
the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”
John 14:7-11 “If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also:
and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him. Philip saith unto Him,
Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been
so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He that hath seen
Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I
speak unto you I speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He
doeth the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me: or else
believe Me for the very works’ sake.”
I Timothy 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery of Godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into Glory.”
After he had said that, they stopped their ears and assaulted him. They took him
out of Jerusalem and stoned him. A witness, Saul, watched as the others stoned
Stephen calling for God to receive his spirit and not to blame them for their evil act. He
then died.
15
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CHAPTER 8
Verse 1-3: After the death of Stephen, Saul persecuted the Church with great fury.
He had given consent to Stephen’s death. But he persecuted ignorantly, thinking
Christianity was false.
I Timothy 1:12-13 “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me,
for that He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained Mercy, because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief.”
Verse 4: This is the first recording of missionaries. Jesus told them when they
were persecuted, to flee to new places.
Matthew 10:23 “But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another:
for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the
Son of Man be come.”
The Apostles spoke boldly of Christ though.
Acts 4:19-20 “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye, for
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
Acts 5:29 “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, we ought to
obey God rather than men.”
Verse 5-8: Philip went to Sa-ma’ri-a to preach. It also tells that devils were cast
out, healings, and many added to the Church.
Verse 9-25: Simon was very impressed with Philip’s demonstration of the power of
the Holy Ghost. Philip did many miracles. Simon was a sorcerer. Finally, he baptized
Simon, but Simon had not received the Holy Ghost yet. Simon was captivated by
Philips’s miracles rather than the Gospel though. Simon followed Peter around the city
and watched him lay hands on people and pray that they receive the Holy Ghost.
Simon then asked Peter if he would sell him his power.
Romans 6:3-4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the Glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
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I Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”
Peter replied that one could not purchase the gift of God. He also told him to repent
and get his heart right with God.
Acts 5:32 “And we are His witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him.”
Simon asked them to pray that the judgments did not befall him, but there is no
record that he repented or was saved.
Verse 26-40: An angel of the Lord told Philip to go to the desert towards Ga’za from
Jerusalem. He then met an E-thi-o’pi-an eunuch under Can’da-ce, the Queen of E-thio’p-ia. He was in a chariot, on his way to Jerusalem to pray.
I Corinthians 12:12-20 “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, because I
am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the
ear shall say, because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of
the body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole
were hearing, where the smelling? But now hath God set the members everyone
of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member,
where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body.”
The Spirit told Philip to go see him: When they were together, Philip asked the
eunuch if he understood what he was reading. The eunuch said he needed help to
understand. Philip explained Isaiah’s prophecy which he was reading and then
preached the gospel to him. Philip baptized the eunuch. The eunuch is believed to
have received the Holy Ghost and went his way rejoicing. He never saw Philip after that
because Philip was caught away by the Lord. Philip was next seen at A-zo’tus
preaching. He went on to Caes-a-re’a.
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CHAPTER 9
Verse 1-17: These verses tell of the conversion of Saul. He, at the start of the
outpouring of the Holy Ghost, persecuted many Christians.
He was called to Damascus. On his way, there was a light that shined on him. It
was about noon.
Acts 22:6 “And it came to pass, that as I made my journey, and was come
nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from Heaven a great light
round about me.”
Acts 26:13 “At midday, Oh, King, I saw in the way a light from Heaven, above
the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed
with me.”
He asked if it was the Lord. The answer was it was the Lord who he persecuted.
Galatians 1:23 “But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in
times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.”
He asked, trembling, what the Lord wished of him. The answer was for him to go
on, and he would be told later. Later, Paul testified that he obtained mercy because he
persecuted in ignorance.
I Timothy 1:12-16 “And I thank Christ Jesus, our Lord, who hath enabled me,
for that, He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; who was before a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained Mercy, because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worth of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I
am chief. Howbeit, for this cause, I obtained Mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ
might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on Him to life everlasting.”
He was zealous of the Law of Moses,
Philippians 3:4-6 “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal,
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persecuting the Church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.”
but he didn’t keep it and was always under condemnation.
Romans 7:7-23 “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I
had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had
said, thou shalt not covet. But sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law, sin was dead.
For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin
revived, and I died. And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to
be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and
by it slew me. Wherefore the law is Holy, and the commandment Holy, and just,
and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But
sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin
by the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. For we know that the
law is Spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do, I allow not:
for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I
would not, I consent unto the law that is good. Now then, it is no more I that do it,
but sin that dwelleth in me: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I
would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin
that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present
with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”
The men that came with him were speechless, because they heard a voice, but saw
no one. They led Saul to Damascus, because he was blind. This lasted for 3 days.
Meanwhile, the Lord spoke to a disciple, An-a-ni’as. He told him to go see and heal
Saul. An-a-ni’as told the Lord that he had heard that he had the power to put people in
jail. The Lord told him that he was a chosen vessel for Him, to preach to the Gentiles.

Verse 17-19: An-a-ni’as went to see Saul. He laid hands on him, prayed, and
Saul was healed. He was then baptized.
I Corinthians 14:18 “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:”
Verse 20-25: Saul started preaching and astonished the saints.
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Galatians 1:23 “But they had heard only, that he which persecuted us in
times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.”
He preached so boldly that the Jews took counsel to kill him. The disciples let him
down a wall in a basket at night to escape harm.
Verse 26-31: Saul went to Jerusalem to be with the disciples, but they were afraid
of him. Barnabas took him to them and he was seen preaching with them in Jerusalem.
There was another plot to kill Saul by the Jews. The disciples learned of the plot
and took him to Caes-a-re’a to Tarsus, his birthplace.
Acts 9:26-31 “And when Saul was come to Jerusalem he assayed to join
himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he
was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the Name of Jesus. And
he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. And he spake boldly in
the Name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went
about to slay him. Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to
Caes-a-re’a, and sent him forth to Tarsus. Then had the Churches rest: and
many believed in the Lord.”
Galatians 1:18-21 “Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to see
Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none,
save James, the Lord’s brother. Now the things which I write unto you, behold,
before God, I lie not. Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Ci-li’cia;”
After Saul left, persecution of the Christians died down, and the Church multiplied.
Verse 32-35: Peter was returning from an evangelistic town and stopped at Lyd’da.
There was a man named Ae’ne-as, who had a palsy, that laid in his bed 8 years. Peter
healed him and many saw the miracle.
Verse 36:43: At Joppa lived a girl named Tabitha, who was a disciple. She was
sick and finally died.
Others sent 2 men to find Peter in Lyd’da. Peter came back with them. Peter went
to the upper chamber and saw others weeping and holding garments she had made.
Peter made them leave, then knelt down to pray. He prayed and said, “Tabitha arise,”
and she opened her eyes.
She sat up, then Peter presented her alive to the saints.
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This news spread through Joppa and many believed.
Peter stayed several days in Joppa with Simon, the tanner.
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CHAPTER 10
Verse 1-6: These verses talk of the man called Cornelius, from Caes-a-re’a, who
was a centurion or captain of the guard in the Roman army. He feared God and gave
much alms to the people.
He had a vision around the ninth hour of the day (3:00 P.M.) of an
angel coming to him. He had probably been praying for a greater revelation of God and
his sincerity was backed up by works.
James 2:17-20 “Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone. Yea, a
man may say, thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is
one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou
know, Oh vain man, that faith without works is dead?”
The angel told him to send men to Joppa for Simon Peter who lodged with Simon,
the tanner by the sea. This man would tell Cornelius how to be saved.
Verse 7-8: Cornelius sent two of his servants and a devout soldier to find Peter.
They apparently left the same afternoon. The angel did not tell Cornelius the plan of
salvation because that has been reserved for people who had been lost, but redeemed
by the blood of Jesus.
I Peter 1:18-20 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot: who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.”
I Peter 4:10-11 “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of
the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praised and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
Verse 9-16: The next day, the three men reached Simon’s house. Peter was
praying on the housetop at the sixth hour (12:00 Noon). As he prayed, he became
hungry and went into a trance. He saw a vision of the heaven open; a great sheet
descending down to him with all manner of beasts in it. God told him to kill and eat.
Peter looked at all the animals and could not eat them because they were unclean.
This happened three times and then the sheet returned to heaven.
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Verse 17-22: Peter did not understand what he had seen, but knew God was trying
to tell him something. Meanwhile, the men who had come in search of him, were at the
gate of Simon’s house. The Spirit of the Lord told Peter that 3 men were looking for
him, he should doubt nothing he’d seen, and to go meet them. Peter met them and they
told him that an angel had spoken and told them to send for thee into his house, and to
hear words of thee.
Verse 23-33: The visitors stayed for the night, then left for Cornelius’ house. Six
persons went with him.
Acts 11:12 “And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting.
Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man’s
house:”
Once Peter arrived at their destination, Cornelius fell at Peter’s feet and worshipped
him. Peter told him he was but a man also. The law of the Jews forbade a Jewish
person to keep company with a Gentile, but Jesus had spoken to Peter to do so.
Cornelius explained his vision to Peter.
Verse 34-43: Peter spoke a sermon to Cornelius and his household then. He said
anyone, not only Jews, could be saved. He spoke of Christ’s life and that prophecies
had been fulfilled.
Verse 44-48: The result of Peter’s sermon was that the Holy Ghost fell on them.
The Gentiles received the Holy Ghost and it astonished the Jews who came with Peter.
Peter commanded that they be baptized.
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CHAPTER 11
Verse 1-18: The Jews who practiced circumcision had trouble believing that the
plan of salvation was for the Gentiles who did not practice circumcision. For centuries,
they alone had been God’s chosen people. But he had chosen that all people should
be saved.
Genesis 12:1-3 “Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will
shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed.”
Genesis 22:15-18 “And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of
Heaven, the second time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld they son, thine only
son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the Heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.”
Galatians 3:8 “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee
shall all nations be blessed.”
Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law, for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”
Mark 13:10 “And the Gospel must first be published among all nations.”
Mark 16:15 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature.”
Finally, God let it be known to Peter and other Jews that the gospel was for
everyone. Peter told the entire story of his vision, trip to Joppa, and the Holy Ghost
filling the Gentiles. When they heard Peter’s report, they no longer objected, but
rejoiced in the Lord, for the Lord granted salvation to both Jews and Gentiles.
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Verse 19-26: News traveled abroad about Stephen’s death. It traveled to Pheni’ce, Cyprus, and Antioch. The men from Cyprus, and Cy-re’ne preached to the
Grecians in Antioch. A great number believed and turned to the Lord.
This news reached Jerusalem and they sent Barnabas out. He went as far as
Antioch. He preached and many were added to the Church. The people were so
responsive, that Barnabas went to Tarsus to find Saul. He brought him back to Antioch
and they ministered there for a year. This is the first place the disciples were called
Christians.
Verse 27-30: Then prophets were sent to Antioch from Jerusalem. The prophets
not only foretold events, but they did exort and comfort.
I Corinthians 14:3 “But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification,
and exhortation, and comfort.”
One, named Ag’a-bus, prophesied that a dearth (lack) would happen, throughout
the world in the days of Claudius Caesar. Barnabas and Saul delivered the relief that
the disciples had sent to the Judean brethren.
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CHAPTER 12
Verse 1-4: The Herod mentioned in this Chapter is Herod A-grip’pa I. He was the
son of Aristobulus and grandson of Herod the Great. He only reigned for three years
(41-44 A.D.).
Herod wanted to make a name for himself so he had James, the brother of John,
slain with a sword. Since it pleased the Jews, he imprisoned Peter. He intended to kill
him, but postponed it until after Easter to please Jewish ritual. (Jews had scruples
against killing anyone during a religious festival).
Peter had four quaternions to keep watch over him. (A quaternion consists of 4
soldiers).
Verse 5-19: As Peter was in prison, the Church prayed for him without ceasing.
The night before, Herod had planned to bring him to be tried, an angel visited him.
Peter was asleep and bound to two soldiers and two more guarding the door. As the
angel shone a heavenly light and touched Peter, he awoke. The angel told him to arise
quickly. Immediately, the chains fell from Peter. Peter then put on his coat and shoes,
and followed the angel, but thought he was just dreaming the entire episode.
The gate opened for them and they walked out to the street. The angel then left.
Peter realized that it was reality he was experiencing and went to the house of
Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were praying.
As Peter knocked on the door, a girl named Rhoda, answered the door. When she
heard Peter’s voice, she did not let him in, but ran back to tell the disciples.
The people told her that she was mad and did not believe her even when she kept
trying to convince them. They finally said that it must be his angel and did not believe
that he was free, even though that’s what they were praying for.
As Peter knocked again, they answered the door and were astonished. He then told
them how the Lord had delivered him. He told them to spread this great news to James
and other brethren.
As daybreak came, the guards realized that Peter was gone. When he could not be
found, they held the guards responsible and commanded their execution.
Herod then left Jerusalem and went to Caes-a-re’a. He no doubt was fearful of
God’s power that had delivered Peter.
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Verse 20-23: For some reason, Herod had become displeased with the
government of Tyre and Si’don. This government sent an envoy to Herod to try to
“patch up” relations with each other by the others of Blas’tus, the king’s personal
attendant.
As Herod gave them an audience, they apparently tried to influence him by flattering
him. They said he had the voice of a god, not of a man.
Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him with a disease. He was eaten with
worms and died within five days according to the writing of Josephus.
Verse 24: Luke said that the Word of God continued to grow and multiply. By this
statement, he expressed the triumph of Christianity.
Verse 25: This told that Barnabas and Saul went from Antioch to Jerusalem
because they had fulfilled their ministry.
They also took John Mark.
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CHAPTER 13
Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey
Verse 1-2: There were a number of researchers and teachers in the Church, six
which were named: Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Man’a-en, Herod, and Saul. As they
prayed, the Holy Ghost spoke and told them to spread the gospel afar off. He
specifically told Barnabas and Saul to separate from the others and preach in other
parts.
Verse 3-13: When the others had fasted and prayed with these two, they sent them
away. The Holy Ghost was with them as they traveled to Se-leu’ci-a where they
boarded a ship to Cyprus. There they preached the Gospel in the synagogues to the
Jews.
From Sal’a-mis, they traveled to Pa’phos where they met a sorcerer named Barje’sus (El’y-mas). This sorcerer tried to keep the Governor, Sergius Paulus, from being
converted. But Sergius believed the Gospel after El’y-mas was stricken blind because
of his evil ways.It was at this time that Saul of Tarsus first began to be called Paul. This
Gentile name would help him throughout his missionary journies in the Gentile world.
The missionaries then sailed from Pa’phos to Per’ga in the province of Pam-phyl’i-a.
This was about 160 miles away from Pa’phos in Asia Minor. Per’ga is approximately 7
miles up the Cestrus River. But as they came to Per’ga, John returned to Jerusalem.
Nothing is mentioned why he left, but later,
Acts 15:36-41 “And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again
and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the Word of the
Lord, and see how they do. And Barnabas determined to take with them John,
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to take him with them,
who departed from them from Pam-phyl’i-a, and went with them to the work, and
the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder, one from
the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose
Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethen unto the grace of God.
And he went through Syria and Ci-li’cia, conforming the Churches.”
Paul implies that John became discouraged and homesick. But later, it is
mentioned that he was a very good missionary.
II Timothy 4:11 “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith:”
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Verse 14-52: After Barnabas and Paul left Per’ga, they went to Antioch in Pi-sid’i-a.
There they went to a Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath Day. Paul was asked to speak,
so he preached the Gospel. He began his sermon with a brief history of Israel’s history
from their deliverance from Egypt to King David’s reign. The Jews knew the Messiah
would come from the lineage of David. He explained that Jesus was the Promised Son
of David. He spoke of John the Baptist as His forerunner, and that prophecy was
fulfilled by the Jews crucifying Him. He was taken from the cross and buried, but raised
from the dead. He was seen by many disciples before His ascension. He quoted the
Old Testament prophecies of Isa. 2:7, 16:8-4, Isa. 55:3, as fulfilling His death and
resurrection. He also warned the consequences of rejecting the Gospel.
Many Jews were converted and the Gentiles begged to hear the truth, too. The
next Sabbath, almost the entire city came to hear the Gospel.
When the Jews saw the Gentiles, they became envious and began to fight Paul’s
message. They didn’t want to share with the Gentiles anything, including religion. Paul
and Barnabas boldly told them that the Gospel was for everyone. He quoted the
prophecy of Isaiah 42:6-7.
The Gentiles were happy to hear this and were converted. We do not know how
long the two men stayed in Antioch, but it must have been several weeks - long
enough to preach the Word of the Lord throughout the region.
The Jews finally influenced devout and honorable people and the chief men of the
city to persecute them so they would leave the city. The two men shook the dust off
their feet,
Matthew 10:14 “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words,
When ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. And
went to I-co-ni-um, but they left a congregation of disciples that were full of joy
and the Holy Ghost.
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CHAPTER 14
Verse 1-5: In I-co-ni-um, Paul and Barnabas went to the Jewish synagogue and a
great number of Jews and Greeks believed their preaching.
But the unbelieving Jews stirred up other Gentiles so they did not like the
two preachers.
They spent a long time ministering in this city and did many signs and wonders,
while they spoke boldly. Paul’s ministry was always conducted in the power and
demonstration of the Holy Ghost.
I Corinthians 2:1-5 “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. for I
determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of Power: that your faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the Power of God.”
The city was divided between believers and unbelievers and the Jews finally stirred
up the unbelievers enough that they wanted to stone Paul and Barnabas.
Verse 6-7: Paul and Barnabas found this news out and fled to Lys’tra and Der’be in
Lyc-a-o’ni-a and nearby regions. There they preached the gospel.
Verse 8-18: At Lys’tra, was a crippled man from birth. He heard Paul speak and
believed he could be healed. Paul healed him and he leaped and walked.
The people who witnessed this miracle, thought and said that gods had visited them
in the form of men. Barnabas was thought to be Jupiter and Paul, Mer-cu’ri-us.
The townspeople were about to worship them, and the priest of Jupiter was about to
offer a sacrifice to them, when Paul and Barnabas realized what was happening. They
were so mad that they tore at their clothes and ran in among them, crying out and
questioning why they were doing this. They explained that they were only men and that
they should change their ways. The people then did not offer sacrifices.
Verse 19-20: Jews had been following the missionaries and finally caught them in
Lys’tra. Paul was stoned and thrown out of the city then thought to be dead.
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As the disciples gathered around Paul, no doubt in prayer, Paul stood up and was
healed so that he could walk back into the city. They spent the night and left the next
day with Barnabas to go to Der’be.
Verse 21: The only thing mentioned about Der’be is, they preached and taught the
gospel there. Paul taught the gospel well.
Acts 5:34 “Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharise, named Gama’li-el, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and
commanded to put the apostles forth a little space”
Acts 22:2-3 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to
them, they kept the more silence: and he saith.) I am verily a man which am a
Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Ci-li’cia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gama’li-el, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.”
Verse 22:-28: From Der’be, Paul and Barnabas retraced their steps stopping
in each place they had left disciples. They felt the need to encourage and strengthen
the Churches. They ordained elders or church leaders to carry on and fasted with the
Churches. From Der’be, they went to Lys’tra, I-co’ni-um, Antioch in Pi-sid’i-a, and back
to Per’ga. From Per’ga, they went to At-ta’li-a in Pam-phyl’i-a where they sailed to
Antioch in Syria. They had fulfilled the work of God in which the elders of the Antioch
Church had ordained them. Upon their return, they gave the Church a full report on
their accomplishments. They remained in Antioch for a long time.
This first missionary journey took approximately 2 years to complete.
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CHAPTER 15
Verse 1-6: Jewish Christians and even the Apostles did not understand that the
ceremonial Law of Moses had been fulfilled.
Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a
New Covenant with the House of Israel and with the House of Judah: Not
according to the Covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my Covenant they
brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the
Covenant that I will make with the House of Israel; after those days, saith the
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more every man
his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all
know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Hebrews 8:6-13 “But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how
much also he is the mediator of a better Covenant, which was established upon
better promises. For if that first Covenant had been faultless, then should no
place have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith,
behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a New Covenant with The
House of Israel and with the House of Judah: Not according to the Covenant that
I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out
of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my Covenant, and I regarded
them not, saith the Lord. For this is the Covenant that I will make with the House
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put My laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a
people: And they shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the
greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, A New Covenant, he hath
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.”
Even though they had received the Holy Ghost, they continued to observe
circumcision and the separation of Jews and Gentiles. God has made circumcision a
sign of their Covenant with Him.
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Genesis 17:9-14 “And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep My Covenant
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This is my Covenant,
which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; every man
child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin and it shall be a token of the Covenant betwixt Me and you. And he that
is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your
generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger,
which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with
thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my Covenant shall be in your flesh
for an everlasting Covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his
forskin is not circumcised, that sould shall be cut off from his people, he hath
broken my Covenant.”
Joshua 5:2-9 “At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp
knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel, the second time. And Joshua
made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the
foreskins. And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that
came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, died in the
wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt. Now all the people that
came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness
by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumsized. For
the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that
were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed
not the voice of the Lord: unto whom the Lord sware that He would not shew
them the land, which the Lord sware unto their fathers that He would give us, a
land that floweth with milk and honey. And their children whom he raised up in
their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were uncircumcised, because
they had not circumcised them by the way. And it came to pass, when they had
done circumcising all the people, that they abode in their place in the camp, till
they were whole. And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have rolled away the
reproach of Egypt from all you. Wherefore, the name of the place is called Gilgal
unto this day.
He had only intended it as a type only of the symbol of a New Covenant with His
Spiritual Kingdom, which is water baptism.
Romans 2:25-29 “For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.
Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his
uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision
be counted for circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision, which is by nature,
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if it fulfill the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress
the law? For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God.”
Colossians 2:11-14 “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ: Buried with Him in Baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses; blotting
out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us
and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross.”
Paul seems to have been the first to receive the full revelation that salvation is by
grace without mixture of the law,
I Corinthians 7:18-20 “Is any man called being circumcised? Let him not
become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? Let him not be
circumsized. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the
keeping of the Commandments of God. Let every man abide in the same calling
wherein He was called.”
Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath Before ordained that we should walk in them.”
Galatians 4:1-10 “Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth
nothing from a servant, though he be Lord of all; but is under tutors and
governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were
children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness
of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. Howbeit then, when ye
knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no Gods. But now,
after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how
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turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire
again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and
years.”
Titus 3:5-6 “Not by works of righteousness, which we have done, but
according to His mercy, He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.”
through obedience to the Gospel. He received this outright from God.
Galatians 1:11-20 “But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was
preached of me is not after man. “For I neither received it of man, neither
wasI taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have heard of my
conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I
persecuted the Church of God, and wasted it; and profited in the Jews’
religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly
zealous of the tradition of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who
separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His Grace, to reveal
His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I
conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them
which were apostles before me; but I went unto Arabia, and returned again
unto Damascus. Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter,
and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, save
James, the Lord’s brother. Now the things which I write unto you, behold,
before God, I lie not.”
Paul began his ministry in Antioch with Barnabas. Sometime later, some Christian
Jews came to Antioch to preach that all Gentile converts must be circumcised in order
to be saved.
Paul and Barnabas disputed with them. It caused much trouble, so the two men
decided to go to Jerusalem and have the matter settled by the Apostles and other
elders. Several brethren from the Antioch Church accompanied them and were helped
financially to Jerusalem by them also.
Antioch is about 300 miles north of Jerusalem. They stopped in Phe-ni’ce and Sama-ri-a and gave the good report of Gentile converts. The Apostles and elders in
Jerusalem gladly welcomed them, who also rejoiced by their reports. Then they called
a meeting to discuss whether circumcision should be required of Gentile converts.
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Verse 7-18: The Christian Jews apparently spoke first. There are no details, but is
said, there was much disputing.
Peter then rose up and answered them. He told how God had revealed to him to
preach to Cornelius. He said that God’s pouring out of the Holy Ghost on the Gentile
household made no difference in the means of salvation for Jews or Gentiles. He also
boldly said that the Jews were not saved by ceremonial works of the Law, but only
through the grace of God.
Paul and Barnabas stood up next to testify. They held the people spellbound by
relating their wonderous works and conversions among the Gentiles. Their testimonies,
no doubt, convinced the Apostles that this was the work of God.
After they had finished their testimony, James, who was recognized as the overseer
of the Church, spoke.
He said that Peter’s testimony coincided with the Old Testament prophecy in Amos.
Amos 9:11-12 “In that day will I raise up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen,
and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it
as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the
heathen, which are called by My Name, saith the Lord that doeth this.”

After he had spoken, he gave his decision on the question of circumcision.
Verse 19-35: James’ decision was that Gentiles did not have to observe
circumcision, but were to abstain from their former idolatrous practices. They would
also restrain from eating animals that had been strangled with the blood left in. This
was according to God’s command to all of Noah’s descendants.
Genesis 9:3-4 “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as
the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is
the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.”
All of the Apostles and elders were pleased. They put a decree in writing and sent it
to Antioch by Paul and Barnabas, accompanied by Judas and Silas as witnesses. They
also wrote the men who had caused this trouble who had no backing from the Apostles.
The decree, when read in Antioch, brought much consolation and rejoicing. Paul
later delivered this decree to all the other Churches.
37

38 | P a g e
Acts 16:4-5 “And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders, which were at
Jerusalem. And so were the Churches established in the faith, and increased in
number daily.”
Judas and Silas blessed the Antioch Church with their ministry for a time. Judas
returned to Jerusalem, but Silas remained in Antioch and assisted Paul and Barnabas.
When men of faith counsel together concerning the things of God, He will direct
their thinking.
Proverbs 1:14 “Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse:”
Proberbs 15:22 “Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the
multitude of counselors they are established.”
Everything must be by the anointing of God.
I Corinthians 2:1-8 “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For
I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of Power: That your faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the Power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom
among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes
of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our
glory: Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they
would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.”
II Corinthians 4:2-5 “But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not
walking in craftiness, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully; but by
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God. But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom
the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus, the Lord; and ourselves
your servants for Jesus’ sake.”
I Peter 4:10-11 “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of
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the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
Verse 36-41: The beginning of the 2nd Missionary Journey starts here. Paul began
to think of the young Churches they had started and decided to visit them again.
He wanted Barnabas to go with him. Barnabas wanted to take John along again,
but Paul remembering what had happened during the first journey, did not want him to
go on the second journey. Barnabas refused to go without him, and Paul refused to go
with him. This caused trouble between these two great men of God.
As a result, Barnabas took John and sailed to Cyprus. Paul took Silas in the
opposite direction going through Syria and Ci-li’cia. This took them to Der’be and other
cities that they had previously been to.
We cannot judge Paul or Barnabas to be wrong. They became two missionary
parties instead of one, and God blessed them both. John later must have proved
himself, because Paul wrote to Timothy requesting to see John, who was profitable for
his ministry.
II Timothy 4:11 “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee:
for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”
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CHAPTER 16
Verse 1-5: Paul and Barnabas then went to Der’be and Lys’tra where they met
Timothy, named Ti-mo’the-us, whose mother was a Jewess, Eunice,
II Timothy 1:5 “When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is thee,
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother, Eunice; and I am
persuaded that in thee also.”
and father was a Greek. He was of a good reputation by the brethren at Lys’tra and
I-co-ni-um. The Christians were required to have a good report, so they wouldn’t bring
reproach on the work of the Lord.
I Timothy 3:7 “Moreover, he must have a good report of them which are
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”
Timothy had fulfilled these qualifications through the ministry of Paul.
II Timothy 4:14-16 “Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon
these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.”
Paul desired Timothy to join his missionary party, but there was one problem.
Timothy was not circumcised, probably because of his Greek father, and Paul knew the
unbelieving Jews would not listen to his ministry unless this act was done.
I Corinthians 9:20-23 “And unto the Jews, I became as a Jew, that I might
gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain
them that are under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, ( being
not without law to God, but under the law to Christ ), that I might gain them that
are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am
made All things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for
the Gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.”
The churches were established and new converts increased daily, Paul never
married.
I Corinthians 7:8 “I say, therefore, to the unmarried and widows, It is good for
them if they abide even as I.”
I Corinthians 9:5 “Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as
other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Ce’phas?”
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I Corinthians 9-15 “But I have used none of these things: neither have I
written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me
to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.”
Little is mentioned about his family ties. He had a sister, whose son helped deliver
him from the Jews in Jerusalem.
Acts 23:16-22 “And when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their lying in wait, he
went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. Then Paul called one of the
Centurions unto him, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for
he hath a certain thing to tell him. So he took him and brought him to the chief
captain, and said, Paul, the prisoner, called me unto him, and prayed me to bring
this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee. Then the chief
captain took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately, and asked him,
What is that thou hast to tell me? And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire
thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul tomorrow into the council as though
they would inquire somewhat of him more perfectly. But do not thou yield unto
them: for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound
themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed
him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee. So the chief
captain then let the young man depart and charged him, See thou tell no man that
thou hast shewed these things to me.”
He mentioned some of his helpers were kinsmen.
Romans 16:7, 11, 21 “Salute An-dro-ni’cus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my
fellow prisoners, who are of note, among the apostles, who also were in Christ
before me. Salute He-ro’di-on, my kinsmen. Greet them that be of the household
of Nar-cis’sus, which are in the Lord. I, Ter’tius, who wrote this Epistle, salute
you in the Lord.”
But he showed deep affection for the saints of God, and those who labored with him
in the Gospel.
Romans 16:1-16 “I commend unto you Phebe, our sister, which is a servant
of the Church, which is at Cen-chre-a; that ye receive her in the Lord, as
becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of
you: for she hath been a succorer of many, and of myself, also. Greet Priscilla
and Aq’ui-la, my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have, for my life, laid down their
own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the Churches of the
Gentiles. Likewise, greet the Church that is in their house, Salute my well
beloved E-paen’e-tus, who is the first fruits of A-cha’ia unto Christ. Greet Am’pli41
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as, my beloved in the Lord. Salute Ur’bane, our helper in Christ, and Sta’chys, my
beloved. Salute A-pel’les, approved in Christ. Salute them which are of Ar-is-tobu’lus’ household. Salute He-ro’di-on, my kinsmen. Greet them that be of the
household of Nar-cis’sus, which are in the Lord. Salute Try-phe’na and Trypho’sa, who labor in the Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, which labored much in
the Lord. Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. Salute Asyn’cri-tus, Phle’gon, Her’mas, Pat’ro-bas, Her’mes, and the brethren which are
with them. Salute Phi-lol’o-gus, and Julia, Ne’re-us, and his sister, and Olym’pas, and all the saints which are with them. Salute one another with an Holy
kiss. The Churches of Christ salute you.”
Philippians 4:1-3 “Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved, and longed for, my
joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Eu-o’di-aas and beseech Syn’ty-che, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And I
intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which labored with me in the
Gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellow laborers, whose names are in
the Book of Life.”
I Thessalonians 2:8 “So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing
to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also our own souls,
because ye were dear unto us.”
He seemed to have been very close to Timothy, since he called him a son in the
Gospel.
I Timothy 1:2 “To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace,
from God, the Father, and Christ Jesus, our Lord.”

Verse 6-11: Paul, Silas, and Timothy went to Phryg-i-a and Ga-la’tia and were
forbidden to preach the Word. They went to Mys’ia and almost Bi-thyn’i-a, but the Spirit
suffered them not. They went from Mys’ia to Troas, where Paul had a vision. A man
told him that he was to go to Macadonia and help them. At Troas, Luke joined the party
and went to Sam-o-thra’cia with them, then to Ne-ap’o-lis.

Verse 12-16: From Ne-ap’o-lis, they traveled to Phi-lip’pi, the chief city of that part
of Macedonia.
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On the Sabbath, the men went to the river, where women were praying, to preach to
them.
A woman, named Lyd’i-a, was the first convert in Europe. She was from Thy-a-ti’ra
and was a seller of purple cloth. When she and her household were converted, she
asked them to accompany her home, which they did.
Paul did not baptize many people for fear they would worship him.
I Corinthians 1:13-17 “Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were ye baptized in the Name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you,
but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.
And I baptized also the household of Steph’a-nas: besides I know not whether I
baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel:
with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.”
He desired to only win souls to Christ.
II Corinthians 4:5 “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your servants for Jesus’sake.”
Verse 16-24: As Paul and his company met at the riverside to pray, a demonpossessed girl followed them and yelled that they were servants of God come to tell the
way of salvation. She was a fortune teller for men who exploited her powers.
Paul was grieved when she kept this up, because he knew the people would start to
associate the Gospel with her.
He turned to her and commanded to the spirit that it leave her. Immediately it did.
Her masters saw that their gains were gone, so they caught Paul and Silas and took
them to the rulers in the marketplace for court. They stirred up the rulers by saying that
they were Jews (most Romans hated Jews), and accused them of troubling the city by
teaching customs contrary to Roman law.
The magistrates tore their clothes off and commanded that they be beaten. After
their beating, they were put in prison. This was one of three times Paul was beaten.
II Corinthians 11:25 “Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, Thrice
I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.”
The jailor put them into the center of the prison and put their feet in stocks.
Verse 25-34: At midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God. Other
prisoners heard them.
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Suddenly there was an earthquake and the foundations of the prison were shaken.
All of the doors opened and everyone’s hands were loosed. The prisoners were free,
but none tried to escape; probably from surprise.
When the jailor awakened, he realized the doors were open and supposed the
prisoners had escaped. He drew his sword to kill himself, but Paul stopped him
because everyone was still in jail.
He called for a light to see if that was true, and fell down on his knees before Paul
and Silas. He was, no doubt, overcome by the supernatural presence of God with Paul
and Silas, because no one escaped.
Verse 30-34: The jailor seemed to have known that Paul and Silas were ministers,
because he asked how to be saved. They told him to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and then preached the Gospel to him.
I Corinthians 15:1-4 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you,
unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all, that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.”
The jailor and his family believed and were baptized. After this revival, the jailor
washed their stripes and fed them. They rejoiced together believing in God.
Verse 35-40: The next morning, the magistrates sent servants to let the ministers
go in peace. Paul asked why they were beaten publicly and put to shame, and then let
go privately. He added that the magistrates could come and let them out themselves.
When the magistrates heard that, they were afraid because they had heard they
had beaten Romans.
The magistrates came and begged them to leave the city and let them go. Paul and
Silas went to Lyd’i-a’s house, comforted the brethren, then left.
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CHAPTER 17
Verse 1-4: From Phi-lip’pia, Paul and his companions traveled through Am-phip’olis and Ap-ol-lo’ni-a to Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca in Macedonia. Paul preached to them three
weeks on the Sabbath days, the Gospel, and won many Jews and Greeks converts.
Verse 5-9: The Jews that rejected this ministry, became enraged and envious.
They made the whole city in an uproar and led a mob to assault the house of Jason,
where Paul lodged. But the missionaries were not at the house when the mob came.
When they didn’t find the others, they dragged Jason and other converts before the
town council. They were accused of receiving men that “turned the world upside down.”
However, the city rulers, after taking security of the prisoners (probably bail), released
them.
Verse 10-15: The brethren sent Paul and Silas away by night into Be-re’a. There
they went to the synagogue. They were not afraid to preach the Gospel.
The Be-re’ans were said to be more trouble because they received the Word of God
with eagerness of mind and searched the Scriptures.
As a result of this attitude, many Be-re’ans and Greeks believed and were
converted to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not known how long Paul and Silas were at Bere’a, but is supposed just a few weeks, because as soon as the unbelieving Jews at
Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca heard the news of the ministry in Be-re’a, they traveled there to stir up
the community against the ministers. The brethren of Be-re’a immediately sent away
Paul in a boat bound for Athens, but Silas and Timothy stayed in Be-re’a.
When Paul reached Athens, he sent a message back to Silas and Timothy to meet
him as soon as they could in Athens. However, for an unknown reason, they did not
join him until he went to Corinth.
Verse 16-21: Paul was burdened by the way he saw the city in its state of idolatry
while in Athens. He preached to the Jews in the synagogue, but went to the
marketplace daily, where he preached, also. In the marketplace, he was confronted by
two groups of philosophers, the Ep-i-cu-re’ans and Sto’icks. The Ep-i-cu-re’ans
believed that pleasure is the chief object of human existence and they gave themselves
wholly to self-gratification. The Sto’icks were just the opposite. They believed that he
universe was under an iron law of deity, and that conformity of the human will to this
law, unmoved by external circumstances or changes, was the perfection of virtue.
These philosophers called Paul a babbler, but listened when he preached the Gospel,
because it was new to them.
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The philosophers suggested to Paul that he should explain his strange new doctrine
before the famous Greek court, known as the Ar-e-op’a-gus. The court, held on the Hill
of Cres (Mars Hill), or Ar-e-op’a-gus, was a court of justice and also a council which was
authorized to judge in matters of religion and morals. It was authorized to oppose the
introduction of new deities or foreign rites, but did not seem to have the authority to
prohibit such. It was famous for fair and just and unprejudiced decisions. The citizens
of Athens had become so fascinated and involved with learning that they principally
spent their time in searching for and passing on strange news and theories.
Verse 22-31: Paul began his address on Mars Hill by saying that they were very
religious. This is the popular translation because it is unlikely that he would have
started out his sermon by offending them and calling them superstitious. He designed
his subject matter to capture their attention. He was capable of this, since he was
familiar with Greek culture. He had received the highest education in the Law of Moses
and Old Testament Scriptures, and was born and reared in a Gentile country.
Paul started by quoting an inscription he saw on an altar in Athens in which read,
“To the unknown God.” This meant that the Atheanians believed there might be a god
whom they did not know.
Paul knew this God, and proceeded to tell them about Him. He told them God
created all things, and was Lord of heaven and earth. He did not dwell in temples made
by men and could not be worshipped with the works of men’s hands. Men can give Him
nothing, but He gives to all life and breath and all things necessary to sustain life. He
has made all nations of one blood (all men came from one strain of Adam).
Perhaps he told them this to allay any prejudice against Jews’ belief that they were
the chosen by God only. He then appealed to them to seek the true and living God. He
explained that He was omnipresent and within reach of all people over the world, but to
find Him, they would have to have a desire to know Him.
The Apostle showed that the living God could not be made of gold, silver, or art of
man. He added that God required that they repent of their sins and that He would judge
men by that One (Jesus) whom He had ordained to die and be resurrected to atone for
their sins.

God grants that we all may be filled with that spiritual hunger which will take us into
a deeper experience and greater knowledge of our Lord.
Hosea 6:3 “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going
forth is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the
latter and former rain unto the earth.”
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Verse 32-34: At the conclusion of Paul’s message, there were people who mocked,
but others wanted to hear more later. Paul then departed from Mars’ Hill. Paul’s
success was not considered to be as great as other places, but he won important and
substantial converts. One convert, Di-o-nys’i-us of Ar-e-op’a-gite, was a Judge of the
famed court, and a woman named Dam’a-ris. She must have been an important
person, since her name was recorded.
Paul does not appear to have left an established Church in Athens, but the gospel
he sowed, took root there. Four centuries later, the Parthenon became a Christian
Church and the Athenians became bitter foes of idol worship. Paul learned by his
experience in Athens, as well as other places, that the result of his labor was in the
hands of the Lord.
I Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
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CHAPTER 18
Verse 1-11: Paul left Athens soon after his message on Mars’ Hill. From Athens,
he went to Corinth. It was the residence of the Roman governor and was a wicked city
Paul was a tentmaker, so he found a fellow tradesman, Aq’ui-lla, to get employment and
lodging with. Aq’ui-la’s wife was named Priscilla. They had been banished from Rome
because of their Jewish religion. They were converted and became very good helpers
and friends to Paul.
Romans 16:3-4 “Greet Priscilla and Aq’ui-la, my helpers in Christ Jesus. Who
have for my life, laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks,
but also all the Churches of the Gentiles.”
Paul used his trade of tent making several times when he needed financial
assistance.
Acts 20:34 “Yea ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto
my necessities, and to them that were with me.”
I Corinthians 4:12 “And labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we
bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:”
I Thessalonians 2:9 “For ye remember, brethren, our labor and travail: for
laboring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the Gospel of God.”
II Thessalonians 3:8 “Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but
wrought with labor and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to
any of you.”
His converts sometimes contributed to his necessities, too.
Philippians 4:10-19 “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last,
your care of me hath flourished again: wherein ye were also careful, but ye
lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased,
and I know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me. Notwithstanding ye have well done, that
ye did communitcate with my affliction. Now ye Phillippians know also, that in
the beginning of the Gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church
communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even
in Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca, ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I
desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all,
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and abound: I am full, having received of E-paph-ro-di’tus, the things which were
sent from you an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable well-pleasing to
God. But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in Glory by
Christ Jesus.”
But he did not take more than he needed.
I Corinthians 9:7-18 “Who goeth a warfare anytime at his own charges? Who
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock,
and eateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I, these things as a man? Or saith
not the law the same also? For it is written in the Law of Moses, Thou shalt not
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn doth God take care for
oxen? Or saith, He it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is
written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in
hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you spiritual things,
is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? If others be partakers of
this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless, we have not used this
power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the Gospel of Christ. Do ye not
know that which minister about holy things live of the things of the Temple? And
they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so, hath the Lord
ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel? But I have
used none of these things; neither have I written these things, that it should be so
done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my
glorying void. For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel! For if I
do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of
the Gospel is committed unto me. What is my reward then? Verily that, when I
preach the Gospel, I may make the Gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse
not my power in the Gospel.”
Paul was a tentmaker for finances, but he came to Corinth for to preach.
Silas and Timothy met Paul at Corinth. It is thought because of I Thessalonians
3:1-2, that the two had joined Paul in Athens. But since no mention is made by Paul of
this, we conclude that Timothy simply went from Be-re’a to Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca.
Paul felt the spirit to preach that Jesus was Christ. The listeners rejected
and blasphemed the Name of Jesus. They were said to oppose themselves, because
they rejected their salvation. They expelled Paul from the synagogue and went to
Justus’ house, who worshipped God. Justus lived next door to the synagogue.
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This move helped Paul’s ministry. Many people including Crispus, the chief ruler of
the synagogue was converted and baptized.
The Lord spoke to Paul in a vision one night and told him not to be afraid, but speak
boldly and no harm would come to him. Paul then stayed in Corinth one and one half
years preaching and teaching.
Verse 12-17: The Jews finally became enraged against Paul and a mob of them
dragged him to the seat of Gal’li-o, the governor of A-cha’ia. They accused him of
teaching people to worship God contrary to the Law of Moses, which the Roman
government had given permission to observe. But when Gal’li-o saw that their case
was against Paul and religion, he refused to consider the case. He threw the matter out
of court before Paul had an opportunity to speak in his defense.
The Jews had ill fellings against the Gentiles. When Gal’li-o drove the Jews from
his court, the Gentiles took that as a chance to vent their anger against the Jews. They
beat Sos’the-nes, who had been elected to take Crispus’ place after his conversion.
Gal’li-o, being no friend to the Jews, offered no interferences in the matter.
Sos’the-nes was later converted and was mentioned by Paul in his letters.
I Corinthians 1:1 “Paul called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will
of God, and Sos’the-nes, our brother.”
Verse 18-22: Paul remained in Corinth after his experience of being dragged in
front of Gal’li-o. After 18 months in Corinth, he decided to go to Antioch in Syria.
He apparently left Silas and Timothy in Corinth and sailed from Cen’chre-a, with
Aq’ui-la and Priscilla.
Before he left Cen’chre-a, he had his hair shorn. He had previously taken a
Nazarite vow. This vow was one of consecration, which a man voluntarily bound
himself for a period of time and to wear his hair long, abstain from grape products, or
contact with the dead.
Numbers 6:1-8 “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, speak unto the
children of Israel, and say unto them, when either man or woman shall separate
themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord. He
shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor
eat moist grapes, or dried. All the days of his separation, shall he eat nothing
that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. All the days of
50

51 | P a g e
the vow of his separation, there shall no razor come upon his head: until the
days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be
holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. All the days that he
separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall come at no dead body. He shall not
make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his
sister, when they die; because the consecration of his God is upon his head. All
the days of his separation, he is holy unto the Lord.”
When this period ended, he observed certain ceremonies and then cut his hair.
Numbers 6:13-21 “And this is the Law of the Nazarite, when the days of his
separation are fulfilled: he shall be brought unto the door of the Tabernacle of
the congregation: and he shall offer his offering unto the Lord, one he lamb of
the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the first
year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram without blemish for peace
offerings. And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with oil,
and wafers of unleavened bread anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and
their drink offerings. And the Priest shall bring them before the Lord, and shall
offer his sin offering, and his burnt offerings: and he shall offer the ram for a
sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord, with the basket of unleavened bread;
the Priest shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink offering. And the
Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the door of the Tabernacle of
the congregation, and shall take the hair of the head of his separation, and put it
in the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace offerings. And the Priest shall
take the sodden shoulder of the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the basket,
and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon the hands of the Nazarite,
after the hair of his separation is shaven: and the Priest shall wave them for a
wave offering before the Lord: this is holy for the Priest, with the wave breast
and heave shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may drink wine. This is the Law
of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of his offering unto the Lord for his
separation, beside that his hand shall get; according to the vow which he vowed,
so he must do after the law of his separation.”
Paul probably took this vow for the sake of influence with the Jews, rather than his
own faith.
I Corinthians 9:19-23: “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made
myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews, I became
as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the
law, that I might gain them that are under the law; to them that are without law, as
without law, ( being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ ), that I
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might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might
gain the weak I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save
some. And this I do for the Gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with
you.”
Paul then went across the Aegean Sea to Eph’e-sus on the west coast of Asia
Minor. After a short stop in Eph’e-sus, which he preached in the synagogue of the
Jews, he went to Jerusalem to be present for a Jewish feast. They desired him to
remain in Eph’e-sus, but he said that he would return later. Leaving Aq’ui-la and
Priscilla in Eph’e-sus, he went to Caes-a-re’a and Jerusalem. After he spent time there,
he went on to Antioch of Syria.
Verse 23: 3rd Missionary Journey: After sometime in Antioch, he felt the need to
visit the Churches in Central Asia Minor. He followed the same route from Antioch to
Der’be, Lys’tra, I-co’ni-um, Antioch in Pi-sid’i-a, and possibly a few others. He
ministered and strengthened the Christians. He then evangelized the regions of Gala’tia and Phryg’i-a where he later wrote an Epistle to the Church of Ga-la’tia.
Galatians 1:1,2 “Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus
Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead); and all the brethren
which are with me, unto the Churches of Ga-la’tia.”
Verse 24-28: Aq’ui-la and Priscilla remained in Eph’e-sus. They continued services
in the synagogue. A Jew converted to Christianity, named Apollos from Alexandria,
preached in the synagogues. He apparently had not heard the entire Gospel, so Aq’uila and Priscilla told him the entire religion. He believed and was filled with the Holy
Ghost.
Apollos learned of the Church in Corinth in A-cha’ia, and desired to go there. Aq’uila and Priscilla wrote a letter to the Church there and asked them to receive him in the
Church.
He was later involved with a division of the Church in Corinth, but the fault was not
his. The Christians lost their first love.
I Corinthians 1:11-13 “For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren,
by them which are of the house of Chlo’e, that there are conentions among you.
Now this I say, that everyone of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of
Ce’phas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were
ye baptized in the name of Paul?”
I Corinthians 3:1-8 “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you
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with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are ye able. For ye are carnal: for whereas there is among
you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not
carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos
watered; but God gave the increase. So then, neither is he that planteth
anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now
he that planteth and he that watereth are one; and every man shall receive
his own reward according to his own labor.”
Paul cited carnality as the basic cause of envy, strife, and divisions among the
saints of God.
I Corinthians 3:3 “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and division, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”
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CHAPTER 19
THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Continued)
Paul’s Return to Eph’e-sus
(Verses 1-7)
When Paul had left Aquilla and Priscilla in Eph’e-sus, he had promised to return.
Acts 18:21: “But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this
Feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And
he sailed from Eph’e-sus.”
And after Apollos had been converted through the ministry of Aq’ui-la and Priscilla,
and went to Corinth, Paul came to Eph’e-sus from the regions of Ga-la’tia and Phryg’i-a
in Central Asia Minor.
His first ministry in Eph’e-sus was to a congregaton of twelve men who, like Apollos,
were disciples of John the Baptist. His first concern for these men, to whom the Lord by
some means had led him, was whether or not they had received the Holy Ghost. John
the Baptist had preached that the Messiah, who would shortly come, would baptize His
disciples with the Holy Ghost and fire. And Jesus, just before His ascension into
heaven, had sent His disciples back to Jerusalem to wait for that which John had
preached.
But these disciples of John did not know of the ministry or the death and
resurrection of Jesus, and had not heard of the coming of the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost. So Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus to them. They readily obeyed, and
were filled with the Holy Ghost, speaking with tongues and prophesying.
Luke 7:28-30: “For I say unto you, among those that are born of women, there
is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the Kingdom
of God, is greater than he. And all the people that heard him, and the publicans,
justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and
lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of
Him.”
Paul’s Ministry in the Synagogue
(Verse 8)
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Paul, after baptizing the twelve disciples of John, went into the Jewish synagogue
and preached boldly for three months. He disputed with those who opposed his
doctrine, and persuaded those who were sincerely concerned for the things of the
spiritual kingdom of God in Jesus Christ. When he had previously stopped in Ephesus
on his way to Jerusalem,
Acts 18:19-21: “And he came to Eph’e-sus, and left them there; but he
himself entered into the synagogue, and resoned with the Jews. When they
desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not; but bade them
farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem:
but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Eph’e-sus.”
the Jews had desired to hear more of his Gospel. It was probably due to this
unusual interest among the Jews that he was able to minister unhampered in their
synagogue for three months. But the opposition of some, finally forced him out, as it
had done elsewhere.
Paul’s Ministry in the School of Ty-ran’nus
(Verse 9, 10)
Those Jews who rejected the gospel of Jesus became hardened and hostile, and
began to work against Paul, speaking evil of the Christian way before all the people.
When Paul could no longer work harmoniously among them, he went out of the
synagogue, taking with him all the disciples he had won to the faith of Jesus.
A man names Ty-ran’nus, who was probably a Gentile convert, invited him to
preach in his school. He contined to preach with perfect liberty in this school for two
whole years. His ministry to both Jews and Greeks in this place was so effectual that
the Gospel message spread into all Asia. Perhaps Paul himself visited some of the
neighboring cities, and Christian converts carried the Gospel to other communities, until
it covered the whole area. Altogether, Paul ministered in Eph’e-sus for three years.
This was the longest period spent in one place during all his missionary endeavors, and
was doubtless the most far-reaching and widespread.
The Miracles of Paul’s Ministry
(Verses 11-20)
Paul’s ministry was confirmed and supported by the miraculous power of God. He
refused to depend on natural talents or education,
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I Corinthians 2:1-5: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not
withexcellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I, determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of Power: that your faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the Power of God.”
Philippians 3:4-9: “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If
anyother man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I may win Christ. And he found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.”
but recognized himself as only an instrument in the hand of the Lord. It was
because of this attitude that the Lord was able to perform His work through His apostle.
Many miracles of healing were performed through Paul’s ministry. The people
came to believe that if they could obtain a handkerchief he had used or an apron he had
worn (while making tents) to lay on the diseased, they would be healed. Paul did not
anoint his garments and send them out to be placed on the sick. There was no more
virtue in his garments than in Peter’s shadow. The apostles emphasized that the sick
were not healed by their own holiness or power, but by the Lord Jesus Christ. However,
God honored the faith of the people, and many were healed in the shadow of Peter, and
with Paul’s handkerchiefs and aprons laid on them.
Seven Jewish brothers who were exorcists, who attempted to cast out devils by
magic, thought that Paul used the Name of Jesus merely as a magic word. They
attempted to use the “Name of Jesus, whom Paul preached” to command the evil spirits
to come out of a mentally deranged, devil-possessed man, but they were miserably
defeated because they did not know the Jesus whom Paul preached, and did not have
the authority of His Name ( verses 13-16 ). However, the power of the name of the Lord
Jesus was magnified by this incident, since the deception of the exorcists was
uncovered.
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Eph’e-sus, being wholly given over to idolatry, abounded with exorcisms, magical
arts, and sorceries, as evidenced by the great number of books in which these curious
arts and magic tricks were taught. But when the mighty power of the Holy Ghost was
demonstrated, these magic tricks were shown to be false. Many who had practiced
these deceptions were converted to the faith of Jesus, and made a great bonfire of their
books, which altogether were valued at fifty-thousand pieces of silver. The fiftythousand pieces of silver cannot be definitely estimated by our monetary system, but it
evidently amounted to considerable wealth. And the burning of the books, which
represented such vast wealth, was a demonstration of the zeal and sincerity of the
Christian converts, and of the extent and success of Paul’s ministry of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Paul’s Plans to Leave Eph’e-sus
(Verse 21, 22)
Paul, after he had laid a good foundation and experienced a revival, could no longer
be content to remain in a city when there were so many other cities still in heathen
darkness. So, after three years of outstanding success in Eph’e-sus, he made plans to
return to Macadonia and Greece. After he visited the churches in these areas, and had
made another visit to Jerusalem, he hoped to go to Rome. He sent Timothy and Eras’tus into Macedonia, that they might encourage and strengthen the saints, and he
expected to follow them shortly.
The Silversmiths Provoke a Riot
(Verses 23-41)
Eph’e-sus was the center of the worship of the goddess Diana, whose image was
said to have dropped out of heaven. The magnificent temple which had been erected to
the worship of Diana in Eph’e-sus was one of the seven wonders of the world. This
sinful and immoral religion was also highly commercialized. Many silversmiths had
become rich by making and selling miniature silver shrines of Diana. But Paul’s revival
of Christianity had made great inroads on their business. The many converts to the
faith of Jesus Christ no longer bought these silver emblems, and this resulted in great
financial loss to the craftsman. The silversmiths were not so much concerned for the
religion of Diana, as for the loss of their business, but they made the worship of Diana
the excuse for their demonstration.

De-me’tri-us, by appealing to his fellow craftsmen, stirred up a riot against Paul, and
soon had the whole city in a confused uproar. The mob caught two of Paul’s
companions, men who had come from Macedonia to aid in the work in Eph’e-sus.
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When Paul tried to go to their aid, the other disciples held him back from the danger.
The rioters then caught a Jew named Alexander, who was probably a Christian convert.
The town clerk was finally able to quiet the mob. He diplomatically assured the
multitude of people that the city of Eph’e-sus still worshipped Diana, but that they were
in danger of being called in question by the Roman government for this rash outburst,
since the Christians against whom they had demonstrated had committed no crimes.
He then dismissed the assembly, and the mob dispersed.

Verse 23 states, that there arose no small stir about “that way.” It was no
coincidence that the revivals which resulted from Apostolic ministry was spoken of in
everyplace as “that way.” Paul himself, before his conversion, obtained authority from
the High Priest to arrest any he found of “this way” in Dam-as’cus. But, he afterward,
confessed that after “the way,” which the Jews called heresy, he worshipped God.

Acts 24:14: “But this confess unto thee, that after the way which they call
heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written
in the law and in the prophets.”
The Roman governor, Felix, was said to have greater knowledge of “that way,”
since his wife, was a Jewess.
Acts 24:22-24: “And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect
knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Ly’si-as, the chief
captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter. And he
commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he
should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. And after
certain days, when Felix came with his wife, Dru-sil’la, which was a Jewess, he
sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.”
The Christian way is not merely a doctrine, but a way of life. It is the new and living
way of salvation,
Hebrews 10:19-20: “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath
consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh.”
which is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
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John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

And it is no wonder that the enemies of the cross of Christ have done their utmost in
every age to defeat “this way.”
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CHAPTER 20
THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Continued)
Paul’s Second Visit to Macedonia and Greece
(Verse 1)
Before the uproar in Eph’e-sus, Paul had planned a second visit to Macedonia and
Greece. He had sent Timothy and E-rast’us into Macedonia, intending to follow them
shortly. But perhaps the uproar caused by the silversmiths over the worship of Diana
hastened his departure from Eph’e-sus. He seems to have always taken any severe
outbreak of persecution as a signal from the Lord that it was time to move on to other
fields. So soon after the town clerk quieted and dismissed the mob, he had a farewell
meeting with the disciples, and left for Macedonia.
Luke gave a very brief account of Paul’s ministry in Macedonia on this occasion
(Verse 2), but there is much more implied in this brief statement. “Those parts,” over
which he said Paul had gone, included all the cities in Macedonia where he had
preached the Gospel and left congregations of Christians during his visit on the second
missionary journey.
This would surely have embraced Phi-lip’pi, Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca, and Be-re’a; and he
may have visited other cities also. Luke further recorded that he gave them much
exhortation.

THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Return Trip)
Paul’s Plan Changed
(Verse 3-5)
After three months in Corinth, Paul prepared to return to Antioch in Syria, by way of
Jerusalem. He intended to sail from Cen-chre’a, but on learning that the Jews laid wait
for him at this seaport, intending to assault him, he changed his plan, and returned
overland through Macedonia. He and his fellow workers traveled back through Be-re’a,
Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca, and Phi-lip’pi.

Paul at Troas
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(Verse 6-12)
Paul and Luke remained in Phi-lip’pi a few days after the other members of the
party had departed for Troas. We learn from Luke’s use of the pronoun, “we” that he
was with Paul at this time. Paul and Luke left Phi-lip’pi after the days of unleavened
bread (Passover season) and, after five days of travel by boat, joined their company at
Troas, where they remained for another seven days. On their last evening, there they
met with the disciples of Troas in a third-floor room where they had a memorable
meeting. They probably met for the purpose of breaking bread in the Communion
service.
Paul, feeling the need to impart to the disciples many truths and admonitions in this
last service, preached till midnight, when his sermon was interrupted by a serious
accident. A young man who sat in a window, having fallen asleep, fell to the ground
from this third-floor window. He was killed, but when Paul embraced him, praying the
prayer of faith, his life returned to him. After this miracle, the group returned to the
upper room, where they broke bread. Paul then finished his sermon, preaching till
daylight.

Paul’s Charge to the Eph’e-sian Elders
(Verse 13-38)
Paul’s desire to walk from Troas to As’sos, nineteen miles south of Troas, while his
companions went by ship, gives a further insight into his manner and practice of
personal devotion to the Lord. He evidently chose to walk those nineteen miles in order
to be alone for the purpose of meditation and prayer. And this incident was another
revelation of the secret of his dedication and strength of character.
He joined his party on the ship at As’sos, and they sailed southward between the
mainland of Asia Minor and the islands off the west coast of Asia Minor, until they
arrived at Mi-le’tus, a city on the mainland about thirty-five miles south of Eph’e-sus.
This part of the journey was approximately four days by boat from Troas. Paul
purposely by-passed Eph’e-sus because he desired to reach Jerusalem in time for the
next feast of Pentecost. He knew that if he stopped in Eph’e-sus; his many friends
would consume so much of his time he could not reach Jerusalem for the Feast of
Pentecost. So he chose to call only the elders (ministers) of the Church in Eph’e-sus to
meet him in Mi-le’tus. This meeting was doubtless, one of the most inspirational; and
yet, one of the most pathetic of his ministry.
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When Paul met the leaders in Mi-le’tus, he prepared the way for the charge he
desired to give them by reminding them of the sincerity and zeal with which he had
ministered for three years in Eph’e-sus. He sought to teach them dedication to the
Lord’s work by his own example. He showed them that he was now on his way to
Jerusalem in answer to the call of the Lord, even though the Spirit had witnessed that
he would endure bonds and afflictions when he reached Jerusalem.
Paul never shirked duty to escape persecutions or hardships. He did not seek the
line of least resistance, but faced whatever was in the line of duty, in obedience to the
call of the Lord. He testified that he was ready and willing, not only to endure
persecutions, but to die the death of a martyr, if necessary, to fulfill the ministry to which
the Lord had called him. Because he made this dedication, he was able to say at the
end of his earthly life that he had fought a good fight, he had finished his course, and
had kept the faith, for which he would be crowned with eternal life.
II Timothy 4:6-8: “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love His appearing.”
Paul did not know all that would befall him in Jerusalem, but he sensed that he
would not be able to return to Eph’e-sus (Verse 25). However, he had discharged his
full duty to Eph’e-sus, and was free from the blood of all men. He borrowed this figure
of speech from the language that God used to impress on E-ze’ki-el his responsibility to
the people of Israel.
E-ze’ki-el 3:17-21: “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the House
of Israel: therefore, hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.
When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life:
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou has delivered thy soul.
Again, when a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit
iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast
not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he
hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.
Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he
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doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou has delivered
thy soul”
E-ze’ki-el 33:7-9: “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto
the House of Israel; therefore, thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn
them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die;
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thinehand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he does not turn from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.”
He realized that he could only be justified of the Lord by doing all in his power to win
men to the Lord Jesus Christ through the ministry of His Gospel.
I Corinthians 9:16-18: “For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to
glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the
Gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a
dispensation of the Gospel is committed unto me. What is my reward then?
Verily that, when I preach the Gospel, I may make the Gospel of Christ without
charge, that I abuse not my power in the Gospel.”
He considered himself to be indebted to all men for the great gift of grace and life
that he had received from the Lord.
Romans 1:13-15: “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that often
times I purposed to come unto you, ( but was let hitherto), that I might have some
fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. I am debtor, both to the
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So,
as
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at Rome, also.”
Paul had fully discharged his personal responsibility to Eph’e-sus, but he still felt
responsible to provide for the proper ministry and leadership to carry on the work in his
absence. For this purpose, he charged the elders of Eph’e-sus with the responsibility of
the ministry had had begun in Eph’e-sus. He showed them that the Holy Ghost had
made them overseers and nourishers of the Church of God, and that they were now
responsible to carry on the work in Eph’e-sus. He warned that grievous wolves (false
teachers and would-be leaders with carnal ambition), would seek to destroy God’s
people. And he reminded them that he had warned the people of these things night and
day with tears during the three years he had labored in Eph’e-sus. He encouraged
them to lean heavily on the Lord, who would build them up and give them grace for the
task. And he then warned them, by again citing his own example, not to serve for
carnal reward, but for the love of souls and to fulfill the call of the Lord.
63

64 | P a g e
Luke, after recording Paul’s message and charge to the E-phe’sian elders,
described the very touching scene of their farewell prayer meeteing. As they knelt to
pray, the elders, who were Paul’s own converts and children in the Lord, wept and
embraced and kissed him whom they loved as a father for the work he had preformed
among them. They sorrowed, no doubt, because of the witness of the Spirit that he
was going to suffer afflictions in Jerusalem; but they sorrowed most because he had
said they would not see his face again.
Natural separations from those we love are always sad, but for God’s people who
have hope of eternity, they are not final. We shall all be gathered to Him, and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.
I Thess. 4:17, 18: “Then we which are alive and remain, shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with these words.”
The elders then accompanied Paul to his ship, and he took his departure.
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CHAPTER 21
THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Return Trip)
The Journey from Mi-le’tus to Jerusalem
(Verses 1-16)
After Paul’s farewell to the E-phe’sian elders at Mi-le’tus, he and his party continued
their journey southward, apparently on the same ship. They docked overnight on the
Island of Co’os, and again on the Island of Rhodes; from whence, they sailed to the Port
of Pat’a-ra on the southwest coast of Asia Minor. From Pat’a-ra, they took another ship,
which sailed on a straight course to the seaport of Tyre on the coast of Phe-ni’cia.
In Tyre, they found a group of Christian disciples, and tarried with them, seven
days. And as they met in worship with these saints, the Spirit of the Lord, again
witnessed that Paul was going to suffer persecution when he arrived in Jerusalem. His
friends misunderstood this witness as a warning that he should not go to Jerusalem, but
Paul did not so interpret it. When it was time for the missionaries to leave Tyre, the
saints there accompanied them to the ship. And after a prayer meeting on the shore,
they resumed their journey.
They sailed from Tyre to Ptol-e-ma’is, where there was also a congregation of
saints. After spending one day with them, they sailed to Caes-a-re’a. In Caes-a-re’a,
Paul and his party were entertained in the home of Philip the evangelist, who many
years before had been appointed as one of the seven deacons to serve tables in
Jerusalem. Philip had settled in Caes-a-re’a, and now had four daughters who
prophesied.
Paul’s company tarried in Caes-a-re’a for a number of days, during which time the
Spirit of the Lord again witnessed, through the prophet, Ag’a-bus, that Paul would be
bound in Jerusalem. Again Paul’s friends, including Luke, implored him not to go to
Jerusalem. But he felf definitely that his going to Jerusalem was in the plan of God. He
asked the saints plaintively not to weep and to break his heart, for he was willing to die
for the name of the Lord Jesus, if it should be God’s will. They then ceased
remonstrating and surrendered to the will of the Lord. Some of the disciples of Caes-are’a accompanied Paul and his companions to Jerusalem, among whom was an old
Christian from Cyprus, named Mna’son, who apparently had a home in Jerusalem and
planned to provide lodging for Paul and his friends.

65

66 | P a g e
Paul’s Attempt to Appease the Hostile Jews
(Verses 17-26)
Paul and his company were given a glad welcome by the saints in Jerusalem.
On the day following his arrival in Jerusalem, a meeting was arranged with James, who
was the recognized head of the body of Christians, and all the elders. At this meeting,
Paul reported to them of his victorious missionary work among the Gentiles, for which
they gave glory to the Lord.
Although James and the elders were happy to greet Paul and happy for the great
work he had done, they were apprehensive for his welfare in Jerusalem. They knew of
the unfriendly attitude toward him of many Christian Jews (those who believed), who
continued to hold rigidly to the Law of Moses, and of the open hostility of the nonChristian Jews. It had been rumored among them, that Paul taught the Jews that they
should not circumcise their children, but this rumor was untrue. He did not try to
interfere with the Jew’s practice of the Law of Moses, but taught only that circumcision
was unnecessary for salvation, and that it should not be required of Gentiles. He taught
that those who considered circumcision essential to salvation had fallen from grace.
James and the elders, in an attempt to avoid violence, advised him to purify himself
ceremonially with four men who were observing the ceremony of terminating their
Nazarite vows.
The Nazarite vow was one of voluntary consecration. Anyone desiring to take this
vow could do so for a self-chosen period of time. For the period of the vow, he must let
his hair grow long, he must not drink wine, or eat any form of the fruit of the grape, and
he must not defile himself by touching a dead body.
Numbers 6:1-21: “And the Lord spaked unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the
children of Israel, and say unto them, when either man or woman shall separate
themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord: he
shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor
eat moist grapes or dried. All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that
is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. All the days of the
vow of his separation, there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be
fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be Holy, and
shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. All the days that he separateth
himself unto the Lord, he shall come at no dead body. He shall not make himself
unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when
they die, because the consecration of his God is upon his head. All the days of
his separation, he is holy unto the Lord. And if any man die very suddenly by
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him, and he hath defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his
head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day, shall he shave it. And on the
eighth day, he shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to the Priest, to the
door of the Tabernacle of the congregation: And the Priest shall offer the one for
a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering and make an atonement for him,
for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that same day. And he
shall consecrate unto the Lord, the days of his separation, and shall bring a lamb
of the first year for a trespass offering: but the days that were before shall be
lost, because his separation was defiled. And this is the Law of the Nazarite,
when the days of his separation are fulfilled: he shall be brought unto the door of
the Tabernacle of the congregation: And he shall offer his offering unto the Lord,
one he lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe
lamb of the first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram without
blemish for peace offerings. And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine
flour mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread anointed with oil, and their
meat offering, and their drink offerings. And the Priest shall bring them before
the Lord, and shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt offering: and he shall offer
the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord, with the basket of
unleavened bread: the Priest shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink
offering. And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the door of
the Tabernacle of the congregation and shall take the hair of the head of his
separation, and put it in the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace
offerings. And the Priest shall take the sodden shoulder of the ram, and one
unleavened cake out of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them
upon the hands of the Nazarite after the hair of his separation is shaven: and the
Priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the Lord: this is Holy for the
Priest with the wave breast and heave shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may
drink wine. This is the Law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of his offering
unto the Lord for his separation, beside that, that his hand shall get: according to
the vow which he vowed, so he must do after the law of his separation.”
The Lord ordained Samson to be a Nazarite all the days of his life.
Judges 13:2-5: “And there was a certain man of Zo’rah, of the family of the
Danites, whose name was Ma-no’ah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And
the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now,
thou are barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. Now;
therefore, beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not
any unclean thing: For lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall
come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and
he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”
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And Hannah dedicated her son, Samuel to become a Nazarite from his birth. But
except for these two men, it was purely a voluntary vow to be terminated at the end of
the period for which it was taken.
Paul took this vow while in Corinth, evidently for the sake of his influence with the
Jews, and terminated it before he sailed from Cen-chr’ea. This was evidently the vow
which these four men were terminating, and with whom Paul went through the
ceremonies of purification. James and the elders hoped that the Jews, seeing Paul
observe these ceremonies, would conclude that he observed the Law of Moses, and
would be appeased toward him. But they also reaffirmed their conviction concerning
the decree they had previously made on the question of circumcision. Paul then obeyed
their advice and observed the purification ceremonies with the four men.

PAUL’S ARREST IN JERUSALEM
Paul Seized by the Jews
(Verses 27-30)

The purification ceremonies for the termination of the Nazarite vow lasted seven
days. But just before the conclusion of the seven-day period in which Paul had taken
part with the other four men, the hostility of the Jews against him broke loose, having
been ignited by a group of Jews from Asia. There were Jews living in all parts of the
world, and many of them came to Jerusalem for the main yearly feast days, of which
Pentecost was one of the more important. On this occasion, a group of Jews from Asia,
probably from the city of Eph’e-sus, which was the most important city of that region,
stirred up violence against Paul. They were certainly familiar with his three years of
ministry in Eph’e-sus, and they had recognized Troph’i-mus, a E-phe’sian from Eph’esus as he walked with Paul in the streets of Jerusalem. When they saw Paul in the
Temple, they assumed that he had brought Troph’i-mus also into the Temple. The
Jews forbade uncircumcised Gentiles to enter their Temple grounds on penalty of
death. The word that Paul brought a Gentile into the Temple quickly spread and set off
a riot.
The Law of Moses permitted only the High Priest to enter the Most Holy Place of the
Temple and only the Priests to enter the Holy Place.
Hebrews 9:6,7: “Now when these things were thus ordained, the Priests went
always into the first Tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the
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second, went the High Priest alone, once every year, not without blood, which he
offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.”
Gentiles were excluded from all associations with the people of Israel, except they
became proselytes by circumcision.
Lev. 20:26: “And ye shall be Holy unto Me: for I, the Lord, am Holy, and have
severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.”
Joshua 23:6-8: “Be ye: therefore, very courageous to keep and to do all that
is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, that ye turn not aside there from to the
right hand or to the left; that ye come not among these nations, these that remain
among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear
by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them: but cleave unto the
Lord, your God, as ye have done unto this day.”
God ordained this strict separation of His people from the people of heathen
nations, lest they become contaminated with heathen idolatry. But the Israelites
became self-righteous, and built a religious wall around themselves, in an attempt to
shut out all other people from favor with God.
Their attitude was symbolized by the sacred enclosure, which surrounded all their
Temple courts, and which excluded all Gentiles on penalty of death. This was the
middle wall of partition which Paul said was broken down by Christ,
Eph’e-sians 2:14-18: “For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in His
flesh the enmity, even the Law of Commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and that he might
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby. And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and
to
them that were nigh. For through Him, we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father.”
to admit those of all nations into the favor of God on the common ground of faith in
Jesus Christ. Paul knew that the so-called sacred enclosure around the Temple courts
could not separate men of faith from God, but he was far too wise to attempt to take a
Gentile Christian within that wall. The Jew’s false accusation and vicious attack on him
was wholly unjustified.
The false accusation of these Asian Jews quickly ignited the smoldering embers of
Jewish hostility against Paul, and the whole city was moved with mob violence. A great
crowd gathered at the Temple and dragged Paul out of the Temple grounds into the
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court of the Gentiles, shutting the doors behind them. The Jews would not pollute their
Holy Temple grounds (which Jesus said was ordained to be a House of Prayer, but they
had made it a den of thieves), but in the outer court of the Gentiles they intended to kill
Paul. This was the court outside the sacred enclosure, where Gentiles were permitted
to gather.
Their dragging Paul into this court was by the providence of God, for this area was
in full view of the Roman garrison (the castle), and accessible to the Roman (Gentile)
soldiers. This castle, manned by a Roman guard, was situated on a higher elevation at
the northwest corner of the Temple grounds. As soon as word of the mob reached the
captain of the guard, he dispatched soldiers to the scene, who rescued Paul from the
blood-thirsty Jews.

The captain naturally supposed that Paul was a very dangerous criminal, to have
gained such animosity from these religious people, and commanded him to be bound
with chains. He then demanded of the Jews who he was and what he had done, but he
received only many confused accusations from the angry mob, and not a single sane
answer. So he commanded him to be carried into the castle. To reach the castle, it
was necessary to ascend a stairway. As Paul was being conducted up this stairway by
the soldiers, the violence of the Jews, who were still determined to kill him, was so great
that the soldiers were forced to carry him physically up the stairs to the castle where,
although a prisoner, he would be safe from the angry mob.
At the top of the stairway, just before entering the castle, Paul surprised the captain
by speaking to him in the Greek language. The captain had supposed he was a
notorious Egyptian who had before caused much trouble as the leader of four-thousand
murderers. But Paul informed him that he was a Jew of Tarsus of Ci-li’cia, of respected
citizenship, and he asked permission to speak to the Jews. When the captain granted
his request, he was again surprised when Paul began to speak to the Jews in the
Hebrew language.
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CHAPTER 22
Paul’s Defense Before the Jews
(Verses 1-21)

Paul’s first concern was for the defense of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God had
called him to witness to and to defend His Gospel, and he had dedicated his life to fulfill
this call. If he had thought only of his own safety, he would not have come to Jerusalem
at this time. He had come, knowing that trouble awaited him, to testify of the Gospel of
Jesus to the Jews. He carried a heavy burden of intercession before the Lord for his
own countrymen, the Jews, to be saved.
Romans 9:1-3: “I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing
me witness in the Holy Ghost. That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow
in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”
Even now, knowing that they sought every opportunity to kill him, he thought not so
much of defending himself as of defending the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He greatly
desired this opportunity to speak to them about Jesus before being shut up in prison,
but he did so under the guise of making his own defense. When he was given
permission to speak, he arrested their attention by speaking to them in the Hebrew
language, which was their own language. This was not the pure Old Testament
Hebrew, but a dialect of the Hebrew called the Syriac, which was the language spoken
by the Jews at this time. They could have understood Paul if he had spoken to them in
Greek, but by speaking to them in their own language he sought to identify himself with
them. And he carried this same intention throughout the theme of his speech.
Paul had just identified himself to the chief captain as a Jew. And he now identified
himself to the Jews as a Jew, and verified the fact by speaking to them in their
language. He had been born in Tarsus of Ci-li’cia, but was brought up and educated in
Jerusalem at the feet of Ga-ma’li-el, who was perhaps the most distinguished Jewish
teacher of the Law of Moses of that day. And, having been taught by this great teacher,
he not only had been indoctrinated in the letter of the Law, but had instilled in him a
Holy zeal for the Law of Moses.
Paul reminded the people that his zeal had driven him to persecute the disciples of
Jesus to the extent of consenting to the death of some, even as the Jews were not
persecuting him. He reminded them that the High Priest had many years before given
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him authority to go to Dam-as’cus to bring the Christians bound to Jerusalem. And his
mention of this incident led naturally into the testimony of his miraculous conversion on
the road to Dam-as’cus on that same occasion. If Paul had thought only of justifying
himself before the Jews he would not have given this personal testimony, for that
experience, which had changed the whole course of his life, had been the root of all his
troubles with the Jews. But as he had been zealous for the Law of Moses, he was now
more zealous for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and desperately desired to convince the
people of his own nation that Jesus was the promised Messiah (Yeshua).
When he began to speak to the Jews in Hebrew, he caught their attention, so that
they listened in rapt silence as he told of the great light that had shined upon him, of his
falling to the ground, and of the Lord (God) who spoke to him, identifying Himself as
Jesus. He told how he was led blind into Dam-as’cus to the house of Judas, on Straight
street, where God sent An-a-ni’as to pray for him, baptize him, and give him His special
call. He then spoke of the time he had returned to Jerusalem after his conversion, and
how that, after a brief stay of fifteen days,
Galatians 1:18: “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter,
and abode with him fifteen days.”
He had been forced to leave suddenly because of a plot of the Jews to kill him.
By rehearsing his prayer at that time, he reminded them that he had consented to
the stoning of Stephen, and had held the coats of those who stoned him. He revealed
that at that time, the Lord told him to leave Jerusalem, for He would send him to minister
to Gentiles in far countries.

The Jew’s Hostility Toward Gentiles
(Verses 22-24)

The Jews had listened spellbound to Paul’s testimony of his miraculous conversion
to Christianity until he stated that God had called him to minister the Gospel of salvation
to Gentiles. The mention of his going to Gentiles sent them into a wild and angry
demonstration. They lost all self-control and, tearing off their outer garments, threw
dust into the air, by which act they indicated their hatred of Paul, and their desire to tear
him to pieces. The chief captain commanded that Paul be brought into the castle for his
own safety, as well as for his safe keeping. He naturally thought Paul must be a very
dangerous criminal to draw such a wild demonstration of hatred from the Jews.
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When God raised up the nation of Israel, He ordained their strict separation from the
heathen Gentile nations as a safeguard against their being contaminated by idolatry,
with all its attendant sins. The people of Israel were forbidden to intermarry or to make
any league with heathens.
But in the course of their history, Israel lost sight of the purpose of this separation,
and became self-righteous in their position as God’s chosen people. They refused to
have any dealings with Samaritans, and looked down on Gentiles as dogs. The
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well was greatly surprised that Jesus, a Jew would ask
her, a Samaritan, for a drink of water. And Jesus, by way of testing the faith of the
Syro-Phe-ni’cian woman, told her that it was not proper to take the children’s bread (that
which belonged to the Jews), and cast it to dogs (Gentiles). He simply echoed the
attitude of the Jews toward Gentiles, of which she was fully aware. But in her great
faith in Jesus’ power to heal her daughter, she was willing to accept this stigma in
order to receive the blessing of Israel’s God.
These two examples revealed the self-righteousness and pride of the people of
Israel. And in this attitude, they refused any concept that Gentiles, except by becoming
proselytes to Judaism by circumcision, could have any part with God. Their hatred of
Paul, who had opened the Kingdom of God to Gentiles through the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, grew out of this root of pride and jealousy. When Paul preached in Jewish
synagogues in various Gentile countries, the Jews sometimes seemed favorable to him
until he offered the hope of the Gospel to Gentiles, on which occasions they became
hostile. Paul later wrote to the Romans that the Jews eyes had been blinded (only after
they rejected Jesus), and that through their fall (from God’s favor), salvation had come
to the Gentiles.
Romans 11:10-27: “Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and
bow down their back alway. I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall?
God forbid: but rather through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for
to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world and
the diminishing of them, the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their
fullness? For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the
Gentiles, I magnify mine office: if by any means I may provoke to emulation,
them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. For if the casting awayof
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life
from the dead? For if the firstfruit be Holy, the lump is also Holy: and if the root
be Holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches be broken off, and
thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest
of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not against the branches. But if
thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say then, the
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branches were broken off, that might be graffed in. Well; because of unbelief,
they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear:
for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.
Behold; therefore, the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell,
severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness; otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not, still in unbelief, shall
be graffed in; for God is able to graff them in again. For if thou wert cut out of the
olive tree, which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good
olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed
into their own olive tree? For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness, in part,
is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written, there shall come out of Sion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away, ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my Covenant unto them,
when I shall take away their sins.”

Paul’s Roman Citizenship
(Verses 25-30)

The chief captain, believing Paul to be a dangerous criminal, ordered him to be
bound and then beaten until he confessed his crime. But as the soldiers began to bind
him with thongs (narrow strips of leather), he indicated to the centurion in charge that he
was a Roman citizen, and that he was familiar with the Roman laws which protected its
citizens.
The centurion was immediately much concerned, and advised the chief captain to
reconsider his command to beat this man, for he was a Roman citizen. The laws of the
Roman government forbade the binding or beating of a Roman citizen, and it also
forbade the punishment of any prisoner without giving him a fair hearing (trial). So,
when Paul revealed the fact of his Roman citizenship, these officers immediately
changed their attitude toward him, fearing lest they become liable to the Roman
government.
Paul had before used the fact of his Roman citizenship to bring the magistrates of
Phi-lip’pi to make amends for his unlawful imprisonment and beating in that city, but
only after the conversion of the jailor and his household, which had resulted from his
experience.
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The chief captain, then came personally to Paul, to ask about his Roman
citizenship. He himself had had to buy this privileged position, but Paul told him he was
a free-born Roman citizen. Paul’s birthplace of Tarsus in Ci-li’cia is said to have been
made a free city in a special grant by Augustus Caesar, by reason of which its residents
became Roman citizens. Most of the then-known world was under Roman rule, but the
people of the various Provinces, which had been conquered by the Romans, had
retained their own citizenship, and it was a rare privilege to be a free-born Roman
citizen. This favored position was an advantage to Paul on at least three occasions
during his missionary travels.
Those who were to have beaten him, in fear, ceased to carry out this operation.
And the chief captain, fearful of the consequences for having bound him, reversed his
orders, and from that time on, showed Paul consideration. It was his responsibility to
learn for what crime he was accused, and to give him a fair trial, but he determined to
protect him from the wrath of the Jews. So on the following day, he arranged a meeting
with the council of the Jews (Sanhedrin), and brought Paul down to appear before
them.
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CHAPTER 23
Paul’s Defense Before the Sanhedrin
(Verses 1-10)

The chief captain had been unable to determine the charges the Jews made against
Paul. So, on the morning after Paul had spoken to the people from the top of the stairs,
he brought him down to appear before the council. And when he was given the
opportunity to speak, Paul introduced his defense, by declaring that he had lived in all
good conscience before God, to the present time. He hoped to convince the council,
and all the Jews, that he had not given up his faith in God, by believing in Jesus, but
rather that he had found God in Jesus.
When Paul had spoken these words, the High Priest commanded those who stood
near to strike him on the mouth, by which he registered his scorn of the idea that one
who believed in Jesus could live before God in good conscience.
It was the responsibility of the High Priest to judge every man fairly and impartially,
and to consider every man innocent, until proven guilty. But An-a-ni’as profaned the
holiness of his high office by his scornful injustice. Thus, he came under the same
condemnation of God as those priests whom the prophets charged with judging for
reward.
Micah 3:11: “The heads; thereof, judge for reward, and the Priests; thereof,
teach for hire, and the prophets; thereof, divine for money: yet will they lean
upon the Lord, and say, is not the Lord among us? None evil can come upon us.”
Zeph. 3:4: “Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her Priestshave
polluted the Sanctuary; they have done violence to the law.”

Paul’s rebuke (Verse 3), was not a retaliation for a personal affront, but was from a
Spiritual discernment of An-a-ni’as’ character, and was prophetic of the judgment of
God that would overtake him. He, by the discernment of the Holy Ghost, looked
beneath the surface of the High Priest’s scorn and injustice, and saw that he was
corrupt from the core of his nature. An-a-ni’as professed to be God’s representative to
the people, but his profession was shown to be hypocritical in his corruption of the
position to which he had been ordained.
Paul used the same term to describe An-a-ni’as’ hypocrisy, that Jesus
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used of the hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees. Jesus said, they were like whited
sepulchers, which were beautiful on the outside, but within, were full of corruption.
Their religious piety was only a whitewash on the outside to try to cover up their wicked
designs and opression of the people.
The members of the council who accused Paul of reviling the High Priest, were in
perfect agreement with and partakers of his hypocrisy. We are reminded of God’s
charge against Judah, through the prophet, Je-re-mi’ah. He said, “The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priest bear rule by their means; and My people love to have it
so:”
Jeremiah 5:31: “The prophets prophesy falsely, and the Priests bear rule by
their means; and My people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end
thereof?”
Isaiah said of the sinful nation of Judah,
Isaiah 1:5: “Why should ye be stricken anymore? Ye will revolt more and
more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.”

Paul did not retract his condemnation of An-a-ni’as, but he acknowledged his
respect for the office of High Priest, which had been ordained of God, even though he
could not respect the person of An-a-ni’as (Verse 5). He sincerely told them that he had
not known An-a-ni’as was the High Priest. By political maneuvering, there had been a
rapid succession of High Priests since the time of Cai-a’phas. Paul had been absent
from Palestine, except for occasional visits so that he did not know who was High Priest
at that time.
The very first words of Paul’s defense before the council, were viciously attacked,
but he did not let this discourage him. As he looked over the council, he discerned that
many of the members were Sad’du-cees. The Pharisees were the greater and more
powerful sect of the Jews, but there were also many Sad’du-cees among the members
of this ruling body, known as the Sanhedrin.
It is a law of God, infused into His creation, that “United we stand, divided we fall.”
And it is also infused into his creation, that the forces of evil are weakened because
they cannot cleave together. It was in accordance with this law that God confused the
languages of those evil men who aspired to build a tower that would reach into heaven
and build a name for themselves.
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Paul did not create the differences between the Pharisees and Sad’du-cees, but
simply won an advantage for himself by reminding them of their differences. When he
reminded them that he was a Pharisee, and that it was for the Pharisees’ hope of the
resurrection, that he was not being examined of them, the Pharisees immediately felt
more akin to his doctrinal belief than to that of the Sad’du-cees, who did not believe in
the resurrection of the dead. So a fight broke out in the council between the Pharisees
and Sad’du-cees, and the chief captain was again forced to rescue Paul, who being
caught in the midst of this struggle, was in danger of being pulled apart.
The Pharisees and Sad’du-cees were the two main sects (religious bodies) among
the Jews, and of the two, the Pharisees were the more Spiritual. They believed in the
resurrection of the dead, in angels, and in spirits, and they held rigidly to the Levitical
Law, except that they had added many oral interpretations of the Law, which they called
the traditions of the elders. Jesus’ condemnation of them was not their belief in spiritual
things, but rather for their self-righteousness and hypocrisy. Before Paul’s conversion,
he had prided himself on the fact that he was a Pharisee, and a Hebrew of the
Hebrews,
Philippians 3:4-9: “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh. I more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal
persecuting the Church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things, but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus, my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them, but dung, that I may win Christ. And be found in Him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness,
which is of God, by faith.”
but he now counted this natural glory as loss for the sake of Christ.
The Sad’du-cees did not believe in the resurrection from the dead, and
consequently did not believe in future rewards or punishments. They believed in the
Law of Moses, but had nothing in view more than the temporal blessings of this present
life.
The Lord Appeared to Paul
(Verse 11)
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Paul considered the presentation of one’s body as a living sacrifice to the Lord to be
the reasonable service of every Spirit-filled saint. He had surely given himself to the
Lord in this measure and lived in constant touch with Him. He communed with Him in
daily prayer.
But in times of great crisis and uncertainty, Paul was encouraged and given clear
and perfect direction by appearances of the Lord in visions. When in a state of
uncertainty in Troas, the Lord spoke to him in a vision and made him know he was to go
to Macedonia. The Lord, again, spoke to him in a vision when the Jews of Corinth
viciously opposed him and assured him that no man should hurt him, but that he was to
boldly declare His Gospel. He now appeared to him to assure him he would be
delivered from the Jews and would yet, preach His Gospel in Rome.

Paul Delivered from the Jews’ Conspiracy
(Verses 12-35)

Religion without God makes men into cruel fanatics. In mad fanaticism, many have
committed atrocious crimes under the guise of defending their religion. And the Jews,
in the name of patriotism and religious zeal, had developed into self-righteous zealots,
who imagined that any deed committed in the defense of their laws and traditions was
justified of God. Jesus had warned His disciples that such fanatics would put them out
of the synagogues and even kill them in the belief that they were doing God’s service.
In this spirit, more than forty Jews, determined not to be thwarted in their purpose
by the Roman guard, bound themselves under an oath not to eat or drink till they had
killed Paul. These fanatics were convinced that the majority of the Sanhedrin and
Jewish people were in agreement with them in their purpose, so they confidently sought
the help of the High Priest to carry out their plot. On the morning after Paul had
appeared before the council, they proposed to the High Priest that he ask for Paul to be
brought down again, under the pretense of questioning him more fully concerning their
charges against him. But they only wanted to get him outside the safety of the castle.
As soon as they had access to him, they meant to assassinate him.
The chief priests and elders were very agreeable to their atrocious plot. There were
doubtless, some members of the council, such as the former Joseph and Ni-co-de’mus,
who did not consent to this wickedness, but who dared not voice their opposition to the
ruling majority.
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God had already appeared to Paul the night before to assure him of divine
protection in the face of the Jews’ determination to kill him and He was set to defend His
Apostle against all their wicked designs. He providentially caused Paul’s sister’s son to
overhear their plot. As they laid their plans, they either had not noticed the presence of
the young lad, or had presumed that he had no interest in their conversation. But this
young man went immediately to the castle and was permitted to speak to Paul. When
he had revealed the plot of the Jews, Paul asked that he be taken to the chief captain.
Then when he had privately revealed the plot to the chief captain, he was charged to tell
no one that he had spoken to him of this matter.
The chief captain went into action, making rapid but definite plans to save Paul from
the Jews. He gave orders for two hundred armed soldiers and seventy
horsemen to be made ready to depart from Jerusalem at the third hour of the night
(9:00 P.M.), that they might spirit Paul out of Jerusalem under heavy guard and cover of
darkness. He then wrote a letter to the Roman governor, Felix in Caes-a-re’a,
explaining that he had rescued Paul, who was a Roman citizen, from the Jews, and that
he was giving them orders to present their charges before his court in Caes-a-re’a.
The foot soldiers went as far as An-tip’a-tris, which was approximately two-thirds of
the distance to Caes-a-re’a, possibly thirty-five to forty miles from Jerusalem. They then
returned to Jerusalem and the horsemen transported Paul on to Caes-a-re’a. Felix was
also impressed when he learned that Paul was from Tarsus, in the Providence of Cili’cia, and promised to hear his case when his accusers had followed to Caes-a-re’a.

CHAPTER 24
Paul’s Trial Before Felix
(Verses 1-9)
We can only imagine the dismay and disappointment of the Jews, when they
learned that Paul had been taken to Caes-a-re’a and committed to the jurisdiction of the
Roman governor, Felix. The group who had vowed that they would not eat or drink till
they had killed him, undoubtedly found some excuse to break their vow and save
themselves from starvation, but they never gave up their determination to kill him.
Claudis Ly’si-as, the chief captain of the Roman guard in Jerusalem, informed the
Jews that they would have to make their charges against him before the governor in
Caes-a-re’a. And five days after Paul had been transported to Caes-a-re’a, An-a-ni’as,
the High Priest, and the elders of the council went to Caes-a-re’a, taking with them an
orator (lawyer), named Ter-tul’lus, to plead their case.
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When they arrived in Caes-a-re’a, Felix convened court and brought Paul before his
accusers. Ter-tul’lus began his oratory by slyly flattering the governor, who of course,
was to judge the case. He expressed lavish praise for the quietness and favors the
Jews had enjoyed under is rule. He then, assuming an apologetic attitude, accused
Paul of being a pestilent fellow (a profligate person), of stirring up seditions and
insurrections, and of being a ring-leader of the sect of the Nazarenes.
Ter-tul’lus also accused Paul of profaning the Temple, by which he no doubt
referred to the false accusation, that he had taken the Gentile, Tro-phi’mus, into the
Temple. And he very adroitly misrepresented the true state of affairs. He made no
mention of the fact that the Jews, by mob violence, had dragged Paul out of the Temple
into the court of the Gentiles, where they would have beaten him to death, if the Roman
soldiers had not rescued him. He said only, that the Jews took him (arrested him) with
the intention of judging him (by trial) by their laws. He then charged the chief captain
with taking Paul from them by great violence, but, in truth, it was the violence of the
Jews that forced the Captain to rescue him by the use of soldiers.
The Jews hated Paul, because he was doing great damage to their position as
religious leaders, by preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And they were very angry
with Ly’si-as for thwarting their purpose to kill him. When Ter-tul’lus concluded his
charges against Paul, the High Priest and elders concurred with all that he had said.

Paul’s Answer to Ter-tul’lus’ Charge
(Verses 10-21)

After Ter-tul’lus had presented the Jew’s charges against Paul, Felix gave him the
opportunity to answer their charges. His answer was a concise and consistent
masterpiece. Jesus had promised that when His witnesses were brought before
governors and kings, He would give them what they should answer. And He surely
anointed Paul in all his encounters with his enemies.
Paul now refuted every charge that Ter-tul’lus had made, and created, by his
answer, a perfect background for the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He did
not flatter the governor, as Ter-tul’lus had done, but expressed sincere gratification for
the opportunity to present his defense before Felix, who was in a position to understand
the nature of his case, having been judge over the people of Israel for a number of
years.
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Felix was familiar with the Jewish Feast days, and understood when Paul stated
that only twelve days before, he had gone to Jerusalem to worship God, on the
occasion of the Feast of Pentecost. He explained that he had worshipped in an orderly
way, according to the laws and ceremonies of the Jews. He had not disputed with any,
concerning his doctrine of Jesus. And he emphatically asserted that the Jews had no
proof for the charges they had made against him.
Paul did not deny his faith in Jesus, either before the Jews or before this court of the
Romans. He confessed voluntarily, that after the way they called heresy (the
acceptance of Jesus, as promised Messiah), he worshipped the God of his fathers. He
again sought to make it plain that he had not given up his faith in God, but had found
Him in Jesus. He still believed all the things which had been written in the Law and the
prophets, but had learned that it was Jesus of whom all the Old Testament Scriptures
had testified. He again declared his hope in the resurrection of the dead (of which he
had now received assurance through the resurrection of Jesus).

Romans 1:3,4: “Concerning his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, which was made
of the seed of David, according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of God
with Power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead.”
He knew Jesus was alive forevermore, because he had met and talked to Him on
the Dam-as’cus road and many times thereafter.
Paul had a strong belief in, and great respect for, conscience. He had testified
before the Jews, that he lived in all good conscience before God. He would not make
any statement which his conscience would not bear witness to. And he strongly taught
that one should never act against his conscience. He taught that one should be careful
not to wound or offend the weak conscience of another. He showed the tragedy of
permitting one’s conscience to become seared, as with a hot iron, till he could no longer
feel the prick of God’s Spirit, for his wrong doing. And he emphasized the value and
blessing of a good (clear) conscience before the Lord.
He further, taught that men can possess a good conscience, free from a sense of
guilt, only by the forgiveness and purging of their sins through the blood of Christ. And
he now testified before Felix that he exercised himself (put forth a determined effort), to
keep his conscience clear in his relationship with God and with men.
Paul concluded his defense, by explaining that he had gone to Jerusalem to present
an offering to the needy of his own people, the Jews, and that the only activity he had
engaged in, was that of purifying himself in the Temple. He pointed out that his
82

83 | P a g e
accusers could not identify a single offense, unless they considered his crying out to the
council that he was a Pharisee, emphasizing his belief in the resurrection, and offense.
He then closed his testimony before Felix, on the note, that he had been called in
question, by the Jews, for his belief in the resurrection, which of course, involved his
belief in the resurrection of Jesus.

Felix Adjourned the Trial
(Verses 22, 23)
Felix, after hearing Paul’s testimony, manifested an understanding and sympathetic
attitude toward him. The statement that he had more perfect knowledge of “that way,”
probably referred to his knowledge of the way and mannerisms of Judaism, although he
doubtless had heard of Jesus and the Christian way also. He was greatly impressed
with Paul’s manner and speech, but perhaps deferred to give a judgment of the case in
favor of Paul, for fear of offending the Jews.
Further, Ter-tul’lus had inadvertently given him a strong reason for deferring the
case. He had made a rather serious charge against the chief captain, Claudius Ly’si-as,
and Felix could not now make a proper settlement of the case until he had brought the
captain in to defend himself against the charge of Ter-tul’lus. So, Felix adjourned the
trial, until a later date, when the captain might appear to testify for himself.
There is no record that Felix ever held a second trial for Paul. But while he waited
for an opportune time, when all the persons involved would be present, he showed Paul
every favor and courtesy. He gave him every liberty to meet with his friends (his fellow
workers and brothers in Christ), and for them to minister to his needs and comforts.
And, by the design of God, Paul found favor, and was given special consideration and
favors by all those who had jurisdiction over him during his long imprisonment.

Felix Privately Inquired of Paul
(Verses 24-26)
Felix had been genuinely impressed with Paul’s defense, and some days after he
had adjourned the trial, he came with his wife, Dru-sil’la, to inquire of him privately. Drusil’la was a Jewess, which fact no doubt, accounted for Felix’ greater knowledge of the
Jews’ religion. But his purpose in this interview with Paul, was to learn of the doctrine of
Jesus. And of course, it was the purpose of Paul to preach and teach the Gospel of
Jesus at every given opportunity.
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With great zeal and anointing, he reasoned of righteousness,
temperance, and judgment, as he explained to Felix, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
convicting Power of God, through the preaching of the Gospel, caused Felix to tremble,
but he was unwilling to pay the price for salvation in Christ, which Paul urged upon him.
He seems to have swayed between two opinions for a time. But by deferring his
decision, he gained time to fight off the convicting power of God, and his baser nature
prevailed over his desire for peace of soul.

Felix promised Paul he would hear him again at a convenient season. And he did
come to him many times thereafter, but he was never again moved on by the Holy
Ghost, as on that first occasion. His subsequent visits with Paul came to be motivated
by a secret desire, that Paul would finally offer to bribe him with a large sum of money to
release him. But no such intention ever entered the mind of the saintly, Apostle Paul.

Felix’ Governorship Expired
(Verse 27)
Two years after Paul was sent from Jerusalem by Claudius Ly’si-as to Felix in
Caes-a-re’a, Felix’s term as Governor expired and he was succeeded by Festus. Felix
never gave Paul a second trial, but through his many private interviews with him, he
was definitely convinced of his innocence. However, to please the Jews, he left him in
prison, so he came under the jurisdiction of Festus.
During his many missionary travels, Paul had learned to commit the direction of his
life into the hands of the Lord and he never lost faith that He would in His own way
accomplish His will. Paul’s two years as a prisoner, under the rule of Felix, seem to
have dragged on somewhat monotonously and might have drifted on in this same
pattern indefinitely, if there had not been a change in the office of governor. But as
soon as Festus became governor, things began to change for Paul.
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CHAPTER 25
Paul’s Trial Before Festus
(Verses 1-12)

The Jews had been under foreign rule since the time of the Babylonian captivity by
Neb-u-chad-nez’zar.
II Chronicles 36:15-21: “And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by
His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion on
His people, and on His dwelling place: But they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised His Words and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord
arose against His people, till there was no remedy. Therefore, he brought upon
them the King of the Chal’dees, who slew their young men with the sword in the
house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, or
man, or him that stooped for age: He gave them all into His hand. And all the
vessels of the House of God, great and small, and the treasures of the House of
the Lord, and the treasures of the King, and of his princes; all these He brought to
Babylon and they burnt the House of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem,
and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels
thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword, carried he away to Babylon;
where they were servants to him and his sons, until the reign of the Kingdom of
Persia: to fulfill the Word of the Lord by the mouth of Je-re-mi’ah, until the land
had enjoyed her Sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate, she kept Sabbath, to
fulfill threescore and ten years.”
Jer. 39:1-14: “In the ninth year of Zed-e-ki’ah, King of Judah, in the tenth
month, came Neb-u-chad-nez’zar, King of Babylon and all his army against
Jerusalem and they besieged it. And in the eleventh year of Zed-e-ki’ah, in the
fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up. And all the
princes of the King of Babylon came in and sat in the middle gate, even Ner-galsha-re’zer, Sam’gar-ne’bo, Sar-se’chim, Rab’-sa-ris, and Rab’-mag, with all the
residue of the princes of the King of Babylon. And it came to pass, that when
Zed-e-ki’ah, the King of Judah saw them and all the men of war, then they fled
and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the king’s garden, by the
gate betwixt the two walls: and he went out the way of the plain. But the Chalde’ans’ army pursued after them and overtook Zed-e-ki’ah in the plains of
Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Neb-u-chad85
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nez’zar, King of Babylon, to Rib’lah in the land of Ha’math, where he gave
judgment upon him. Then the King of Babylon slew the sons of Zed-e-ki’ah in
Rib’lah before his eyes: also the King of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah.
Moreover, he put out Zed-e-ki’ah’s eyes and bound him with chains, to carry him
to Babylon. And the Chal-de’ans burned the King’s house and the houses of the
people with fire and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. Then Neb’u-zar-a’dan, the
captain of the guard, carried away captive into Babylon, the remnant of the
people that remained in the city and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the
rest of the people that remained. But Neb’u-zar-a’dan, the captain
of the
guard, left of the poor of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and
gave them vineyards and fields at the same time. Now Neb-u-chad-nez’zar, King
of Babylon, gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Neb’u-zar-a’dan, the captain of
the guard, saying, Take him and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do
unto him even as he shall say unto thee. So Neb’u-zar-a’dan, the captain of the
guard, sent and Neb-u-shas’ban, Rab’-sa-ris, and Ner’gal-sha-re’zer, Rab’-mag,
and all the King of Babylon’s princes. Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of
the court of the prison, and committed him unto Ged-a-li’ah, the son of A-hi’kam,
the son of Sha’phan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the
people.”
The Babylonian kingdom was conquered by the Medes and Persians during the
reign of Neb-u-chad-nez’zar’s grandson, Bel-shaz’zar.
Dan. 5:1-31: “Bel-shaz’zar, the King, made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, And drank wine before the thousand. Bel-shaz’zar, whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels, which his father, Neb-uchad-nez’zar had taken out of the Temple, which was in Jerusalem; that the king
and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. Then they
brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the Temple of the House of
God, which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his
concubines, drank in them. They drank wine and praised the gods of gold, and of
silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In the same hour, came forth
fingers of a man’s hand and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster
of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.
Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so
that the joints of his loins were loosed and his knees smote one against another.
The King cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chal-de’ans, and the
soothsayers and the King spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon,
Whosoever shall read this writing and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall
be clothed with scarlet and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could
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not read the writing, nor make known to the King, the interpretation thereof. Then
was King Bel-shaz’zar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him,
and his lords were astonied. Now the Queen, by reason of the words of the king
and his lords, came into the banquet House: and the Queen spake and said, O
King, live forever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee nor let thy countenance by
changed: there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the Spirit of the Holy Gods;
and in the days of thy father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the
wisdom of the Gods, was found in him; whom the King Neb-u-chad-nez’zar, thy
father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers,
Chal-de’ans, and soothsayers; Forasmuch as an excellent Spirit, and knowledge,
and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and
dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belte-shaz’zar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. Then
was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel,
Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the
king, my father, brought out of Jewry? I have heard of thee, that the Spirit of the
Gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found
in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me,
that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation
thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: and I have heard
of thee, that thou canst make interpretation and dissolve doubts: now if thou
canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou
shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt
be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel answered and said before the king,
Let thy gifts be to thyself and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the
writing unto the king and make known to him the interpretation. O thou king, the
most high God, gave Neb-u-chad-nez’zar, thy father, a kingdom and majesty, and
glory and honor: and for the majesty that he gave him, all people, all people
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would, he
slew; and whom he would, he kept alive; and whom he would, he set up; and
whom he would, he put down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory
from him; and he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like
the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses, they fed him with grass like
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of Heaven; till he knew that the most
high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it
whomsoever he will. And thou his son, Oh, Bel-shaz’zar, hast not humbled thine
heart, though thou knewest all this; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of
Heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His House before thee, and thou,
and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou
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hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: then was the part of the hand sent from
him; and this writing was written. And this is the writing that was written, ME’NE,
ME’NE, TE’KEL, U-PHAR’SIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: ME’NE, God
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TE’KEL; thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wanting.
PE’RES; thy Kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Persians. Then commanded Bel-shaz’zar, and they
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a
proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. In
that night was Bel-shaz’zar, the King of the Chal-de’ans slain and Darius, the
Me’di-an, took the kingdom, being about three-score and two years old.”
And Cyrus, the first great king of the Medo-Persian world empire, made a decree for
the Jews to return to Jerusalem, re-build their Temple and re-establish their worship of
God.
II Chronicles 36:22,23: “Now in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia, that the
Word of the Lord, spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah, might be accomplished, the
Lord stirred up the Spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia, that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus
King of Persia, all the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God of Heaven given
me; and He hath charged me to build Him an House in Jerusalem, which is in
Judah. Who is there among you of all His people? The Lord, His God be with
Him, and let Him go up.
Ezra 1:1-11: “Now in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia, that the Word of
The Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah, might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the
Spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia, the
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath
charged me to build Him an House at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there
among you of all His people? His God be with Him, and let Him to up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the House of the Lord God of Israel. ( He
is the God ), which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remained in any place where
he sojourneth, let the men of His place help Him with silver, and with gold, and
with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the House of God,
that is in Jerusalem. Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose Spirit, God had
raised, to go up to build the House of the Lord, which is in Jerusalem. And all
they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with
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gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered. Also Cyrus the King, brought forth the vessels of the House of
the Lord, which Neb-u-chad-nez’zar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had
put them in the house of the gods; even those did Cyrus, King of Persia, bring
forth by the hand of Mith’re-dath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbaz’zar, the prince of Judah. And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of
gold, a thousand chargers of, nine and twenty knives, thirty basons of gold, silver
basons of a second sort, four hundred and ten, and other vessels, a thousand.
All the vessels of gold and of silver were five-thousand and four hundred. All
these did Shesh-baz’zar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up
from Babylon unto Jerusalem.”
This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, given two hundred years before it came to
pass. He had called Cyrus by name, and had foretold that he would cause Jerusalem
to be re-built.
Isaiah 44:26-28: “That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the
counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and
to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places
thereof: that saith to the deep, be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: that saith of
Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the Temple, thy foundation shall be laid.”
Isaiah 45:1-4: “Thus said the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus whose right hand
I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to
open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will go
before thee, and make the crooked places straight, I will break in pieces the gates
of brass, and cut asunder the bars of iron: and I will give thee the treasures of
darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the
Lord, which call thee by thy Name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob, my servants
sake, and Israel, mine elect, I have even called thee by thy Name: I have
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.”

And the Jews’ return to Jerusalem by the decree of Cyrus also fulfilled Jeremiah’s
prophecy, that after seventy years of captivity, they would return to their homeland.
Jer. 25:8-14: “Therefore, thus saith the Lord of hosts; because ye have not
heard My Words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the north saith the
Lord, and Neb-u-chad-nez’zar, King of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them
against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all theses
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nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I will take
from them, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light
of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment;
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon, seventy years. And it shall
come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of
Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the
Chal-de’ans, and will make it perpetual desolations. And I will bring upon that
land, all My Words, which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in
this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. For many
nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will
recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their
own hands.”
Jer. 32:14,15: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; take these
evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence
which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many
days. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; houses and fields and
vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.”
Although the Jews were permitted to return and carry on their religious affairs, they
had not become an independent nation to the time of Christ, at which time they were
under Roman rule. During the time of Christs’s ministry on earth, and during the
Apostolic period of the early Church, the central provinces of Judaea and Samaria, were
under the rule of Roman governors. Caes-a-re’a had been established as the residence
of the governor and the Roman capital of these provinces, but Jerusalem remained the
religious capital of the Jews.
Felix, who had ruled the Jews for a number of years, and who had married a
Jewess wife, seems to have been more familiar with their religious ceremonies, as well
as with among their own people.
Festus, who had been sent from Rome to replace Felix, was probably unfamiliar
with their manner of life. It was perhaps for this reason that after only three days in
office, he went to Jerusalem to become acquainted with their leaders, and to learn as
much as he could that might help him in his new relationship with them.
The Jews had probably made strong attempts to get Felix to return Paul to
Jerusalem, but without success. Now that Festus was governor, they renewed their
efforts to have Paul brought out from the safety of the prison in Caes-a-re’a. As soon as
Festus came to Jerusalem to woo their good will, they bombarded him with the petition
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to bring Paul back to Jerusalem. They pretended that they wanted to try him in
Jerusalem by their own religious laws, but this was only an excuse to get him out in the
open, so they could assassinate him. They had never given up their determination to
kill him at any cost. And they insistently sought the favor of Festus to themselves
against Paul by stressing their many charges and grievances against him.
Festus rejected their petition, and required them to come to Caes-a-re’a to present
their charges before the Roman court.
When Festus returned to Caes-a-re’a, after remaining in Jerusalem for more than
ten days, a delegation of Jews went to Caes-a-re’a to formally present their charges
against Paul before the Roman court. Their basic charges were no doubt the same as
those presented by Ter-tul’lus in Paul’s trial before Felix, but they had probably added
many other grievances, which of course, they could not prove.
Acts 24:13: “Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.”
Acts 25: 7: “And when he was come, the Jews, which came down from
Jerusalem, stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against
Paul, which they could not prove.”
Paul had only to re-assert his earlier claim that he was not guilty of the charges
made against him. Festus seems already to have discerned that he was innocent of the
charges, but he courted the favor of the Jews at the beginning of his governorship. And
to please them, he asked Paul if he would be willing to return to Jerusalem to be tried
before himself as the judge.
Paul knew the nature and the tactics of the Jews, as Festus did not. He knew, by
intuition and perhaps by revelation, that they had not given up their determination to kill
him. He knew also that he had every right, as a Roman citizen, to be protected from
them by the Roman government. He emphasized that he was not trying to escape a
just penalty for wrong, but he told Festus that he knew he was not guilty, but was only
bowing to the will of the Jews in suggesting that he return to Jerusalem. And with that
declaration, he asserted his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to the supreme court of
Caesar in Rome.

A-grip’pa’s State Visit to Festus
(Verses 13-27)
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King A-grip’pa was Herod A-grip’pa II, the son of Herod A-grip’pa I, who had killed
James, the brother of John and imprisoned Peter, and a great grandson of Herod the
Great. His father, Herod A-grip’pa I, who had died by the judgment of God, had been
made king over all Palestine by the Roman emperor, Clau-di’us, but had reigned in this
capacity only three years, when God struck him down for his wickedness. After his
death, his son, Herod A-grip’pa II, was made King over the northern and eastern
provinces of Palestine, but the central provinces of Samaria and Judea were again put
under a Roman governor. So, when Festus became Governor, Herod A-grip’pa II with
his sister, Bernice, came to Caes-a-re’a to pay him a courtesy state visit.
The Herods were Edomites, but they were classed and recognized with the Jews,
having assumed to embrace the Jews’ religion. So Festus, hoping that A-grip’pa might
advise him concerning his relationship with the Jews, and how he might wisely deal with
Paul’s case, told him of the prisoner, Paul, and of his appeal to Caesar. He emphasized
that the Jews had made no criminal charges against him, but only of questions
concerning their religion, and especially referred to a man named Jesus, whom the
Jews said was dead, but whom Paul affirmed to be alive. He told A-grip’pa that since
he did not understand these religious questions, he had asked Paul if he would return to
Jerusalem to be judged before the court of the Jews, but that he, rather than return to
Jerusalem, had appealed to Caesar.
A-grip’pa became very interested in Paul’s case, and expressed a desire to hear
him. And Festus was very pleased to arrange such a hearing in the hope that he might
yet determine his responsibility in the case of Paul.
The following day, Festus arranged for A-grip’pa and Bernice to hear Paul speak for
himself. They came with great pomp into the courtroom where was gathered the chief
captains and principal men of the city, who no doubt, made up the council of Festus’
court.
Festus introduced Paul to this audience as the man whom all the Jews claimed
should not be permitted to live any longer. But he stated that he himself had found him
guilty of nothing worthy of death. He told them that Paul had appealed to Caesar, and
he had determined to send him to Caesar, but he was in the embarrassing position of
having no charge to make against him. He had a prisoner whom he could not release,
and was committed to send to the Emperor, but he had no charge to make against him
to the Emperor. And he now hoped that A-grip’pa, who was familiar with the Jews’
religion, might help him to determine some crime with which to charge him.
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CHAPTER 26
Paul’s Witness Before A-grip’pa
(Verses 1-32)
Festus, in his introductory speech to the court, presented Paul to King A-grip’pa.
And when A-grip’pa gave him permission to speak in his own defense, he answered
that he was happy to answer the charges the Jews had made against him before the
king. A-grip’pa professed to worship God according to the Jews’ religion, and Paul
knew he was familiar with the doctrines and customs of the Jews, and with the Old
Testament prophecies of the Messiah (Yeshua).
Paul, being the son of a Pharisee,
Acts 23:6: “But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and
the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am
called in question.”
had been reared and educated in the doctrines and faith of the sect of the
Pharisees,
Philippians 3:4-6: “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.”

which was the most strict in the doctrine and the most spiritual sect of the
Jews. He had studied to become a Rabbi under the famous Jewish rabbinical teacher,
Ga-ma’li-el.
Acts 22:3: “I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cili’cia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Ga-ma’li-el, and taught according to
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye
all are this day.”
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And Paul, in his own rights, had become well-known among the ruling class of the
Jews and even among the laity. The fame of his zeal for the Law of Moses, and his
persecution of the disciples of Jesus, was widespread. His sincere faith and zeal in the
religion of the Jews had doubtless laid the foundation in his personality for his Christian
faith and zeal, which he demonstrated after he met Jesus.
Paul defined his defense as his stand for the Messianic hope of Israel, which he had
been convinced, was fulfilled in Jesus (Yeshua). And the main body of his defense was
the testimony of his miraculous conversion to the faith of Jesus. He had testified of this
experience to the Jews from the top of the stairway which led into the castle of the
Roman garrison, just after he had been rescued from the Jews by the Roman soldiers.
Now he again, related the story of his conversion before A-grip’pa and the court of
Festus.
The central thought of his testimony, as was true of all his preaching, was the fact of
the resurrection of Jesus. He like all the Jews, except the disciples of Jesus, had
thought Jesus, who had been crucified by the Jews, was dead until he met Him on the
Dam-as’cus road. But now he knew that He was alive forevermore. The Pharisees
believed in the resurrection of the dead, and Paul asked A-grip’pa why it should be
thought incredible that God should raise the dead.
Paul then proceeded to tell how he had heard the voice of Jesus speaking to him
out of the heavenly light that had shined upon him as he came near the city of Damas’cus, and that the speaker had identified Himself as the Lord (Yeshua). From that
day, he had surrendered his life to the Lord Jesus, and three days later, he had been
baptized by An-a-ni’as, and had received the Holy Ghost, by which experience his mind
had been transformed, and the whole course of his life changed.
He had then gone forth in obedience to His call to preach His Gospel to the
Gentiles, as well as to the Jews. He emphasized that the Gospel of Jesus was
ordained to open the eyes of the spiritually blind, to turn them from the darkness of sin
to the light of righteousness, from the power of Satan to the power of God, and to give
forgiveness of sin and the inheritance of the sanctified.
Paul, after relating his miraculous vision, in which he had heard the voice
of Jesus speaking out of the light which was brighter than the noonday sun, assured Agrip’pa that he could not have failed to obey the call of God out of that heavenly vision.
And he told him that it was his obedience to the heavenly vision that had angered the
Jews that they caught him in the Temple, and would have killed him, if God had not
saved him. God saved him by means of the Roman soldiers, who rescued him from the
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Jews, and had preserved him to the present time in spite of the persecutions of his
many enemies.
Paul had become consumed with the love of Jesus and a passion for lost souls.
Like the experience of the prophet, Jeremiah,
Jeremiah 20:9: “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak
anymore in his Name. But His Word was in mine heart as a burning fire, shut up
in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.”
the Word of God was a fire in his bones which constrained him to spread it abroad. A
dispensation of the Gospel had been committed to him, and he knew the dire
consequences if he failed to preach it. However, he did not preach from fear of
punishment, but for the souls of men.
The main theme of Paul’s testimony before A-grip’pa was the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. He showed that Moses and the prophets had foretold that Christ would suffer
and rise from the dead to give light (salvation), not only to the people of Israel, but to the
Gentiles (all nations). The Gospel of Jesus Christ, which Paul defined as the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus, was the foundation message of all Apostolic
preaching.
The power of Paul’s anointed testimony before A-grip’pa and the court of Festus
gripped their hearts with conviction. A-grip’pa was familiar was the Jews’ history and
religion, and had doubtless heard of the crucifixion of Jesus; but Paul’s testimony of the
suffering and resurrection of Christ was very strange and unfamiliar to Festus, who had
only recently come into the province of Judea. He recognized that Paul was highly
educated, and concluded that he must have become mentally unbalanced by so much
learning. But Paul assured him that he was not mad. He had spoken passionately, but
had spoken only words of truth and soberness. He called on King A-grip’pa to verify the
fact of the story of Jesus, for the story of His life and crucifixion was well-known
throughout the country of the Jews. His ministry and death had been publicly
witnessed, but His resurrection had been witnessed by only His disciples. Paul then
earnestly appealed to A-grip’pa to believe on the Lord Jesus as the Christ of whom the
prophets had spoken.
His zeal and passion, as well as his words of truth and logic so moved A-grip’pa that
he was almost persuaded to become a follower of Jesus. But, like many others have
done, after coming to the very brink of salvation, he refused this greatest of all
opportunities because he was unwilling to sacrifice all for Jesus.
Paul not only pled with A-grip’pa to believe on the Lord Jesus, but directed his plea
to all who were present in the courtroom. But A-grip’pa brushed aside his insistence,
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and rose to his feet to signify that the subject was closed. Then the governor and
Bernice rose, and all others in the room rose with them, so they had no opportunity to
press his Gospel invitation further. These people who were considered important
among men did not realize that they had just rejected an invitation to become sons of
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and citizens of heaven for eternity.
A-grip’pa and Festus held a private conference concerning Paul, and both agreed
that he had done nothing worthy of the sentence of death for which the Jews had
insisted. A-grip’pa concluded that he might have been set at liberty if he had not
appealed to Caesar. But now that he had appealed to the supreme court of Caesar in
Rome, which was his right as a Roman citizen, Festus was under obligation to send him
to Caesar.
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CHAPTER 27
PAUL’S JOURNEY TO ROME
The Journey from Caes-a-re’a to Crete
(Verses 1-13)
During the two years that Paul was held a prisoner in Caes-a-re’a by Felix, he was
treated with courtesy, and his friends were permitted to visit him and minister to his
needs.
It appears that Luke was one of those friends who remained in Caes-a-re’a to be
near him and minister to him. Since Luke was the author of the book of Acts, we know
by his use of the pronoun “we” that he was with Paul when he sailed from Caes-a-re’a.
When the arrangements had been completed, and the time appointed for Paul to be
sent to Rome, Luke also took passage on the same ship to accompany him.
Ar-is-tar’chus of Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca, another friend, and doubtless a convert of Paul,
also went along with him on this journey. Later in Rome, Paul spoke of Ar-is-tar’chus as
being his fellow prisoner,
Col. 4:10: “Ar-is-tar’chus, my fellow-prisoner, saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister’s son to Barnabas, ( touching whom ye received commandments: if he
come unto you, receive him.” )
but it does not appear that he was a prisoner at this time. He had been one of
Paul’s helpers and a companion in travel since the time of his ministry in Eph’e-sus.
The ship, on which the centurion with the prisoners and passengers sailed from
Caes-a-re’a, was one of Ad-ra-myt’ti-um. Ad-ra-myt’ti-um, was a port on the northeast
coast of Asia Minor, and was probably the destination of this ship, but the centurion
intended on the way, to transfer to another ship, which would be sailing to Rome. There
were a number of other prisoners, along with Paul, who had been committed to the
charge of the centurion, Julius.
They sailed, north from Caes-a-re’a along the coast of Palestine and Phe-ni’cia, and
docked the following day at Sidon, which was an important seaport of Phe-ni’cia about
seventy miles from Caes-a-re’a.
Paul surely possessed a friendly and congenial personality, for he was also treated
courteously by Julius, and given liberty to visit his friends in Sidon. And, of course, he
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possessed the grace of God, by which he found grace in the eyes of all with whom he
had association.
From Sidon, because the winds were unfavorable to sailing in the open waters of
the Mediterranean, they sailed between the mainland of Phe-ni’cia and the island of
Cyprus. And, after rounding the east end of Cyprus, they sailed between Cyprus and
the southern coast of Asia Minor, off the coasts of the provinces of Ci-li’cia and Pamphyl’i-a, until they reached the city of My’ra on the coast of the province of Ly’cia. This
was a familiar region to Paul, since Tarsus in Ci-li’cia was his birthplace, and he had
preached in Perga of Pam-phyl’i-a.
At My’ra, the Centurion, not desiring to sail further north into the Aegean Sea,
transferred his prisoners and passengers to a merchant ship from Alexandria,
Egypt, which was evidently bound for Rome with a load of wheat from Egypt (verse 38).
Because of the heavily loaded ship and the stormy weather, they were forced to sail
slowly, so that it took many days (an undetermined number of days) to reach the port
and island of Cni’dus, which was approximately one hundred and thirty miles west of
My’ra.
When they reached this point, the weather was too stormy for them to enter the
harbor, so the sailed southward toward the island of Crete. They sailed around the
Cape of Sal-mo’ne at the east end of Crete, and docked at the Port of Fair Havens, near
the city of La-se’a, which was about midway of the southern coast of the island of Crete.
Crete, lying east and west, is about one hundred and forty miles long and thirty-five
miles wide.
The journey, thus far, had consumed considerable time, and it was now past the
time of the Jewish Atonement Day fast, which was celebrated on the tenth day of the
seventh month.
Lev. 23:26-28: “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Also on the tenth
day of this seventh month, there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an Holy
convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made
by fire unto the Lord. And ye shall do not work in that same day: for it is a day of
atonement, to make an atonement for you before the Lord, your God.”
This answers to the latter part of September by our calendar, and was the time of
the year when stormy weather made sailing on the Mediterranean hazardous.
Paul’s warning against sailing from Fair Havens at this time, was not prompted so
much because of the time of the year, as by a warning from the Spirit of God. He had
perceived, by divine revelation, that there would be much damage to the ship and its
cargo and great danger to the lives of all on board.
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The centurion, who was unaware of Paul’s divine association and source of
information, considered that the master and owner of the ship should know more about
sailing weather than this prisoner. And, since Fair Havens was not a convenient or
comfortable place in which to spend the winter, both he and the ship’s crew desired to
reach the more commodious port of Phe-ni’ce, which was possibly thirty-five miles
farther west, near the west end of the island of Crete.
They waited in Fair Havens, hoping for a break in the weather. And when there was
a day in which the south wind blew softly, they felt quite confident that they would be
able to reach the port of Phe-ni’ce. They loosed the mooring of the ship and sailed
westward, keeping as close to the coast of Crete as possible, to avoid running into
rough water.
The soft south wind soon became a gale, and before they could reach Phe-ni’ce, it
became tempestuous and reached tornado velocity, which seems to have been the
meaning of Eu-roc’ly-don.
They were unable to control the ship against this wind, so they folded the sails,
which in such a storm were more hazardous than useful, and left it to drift in the storm.
The gale carried it southward toward a small island called Clau’da. They seem to have
been able, by great effort, to anchor the ship temporarily before being swept onto the
shoals and sand bars of the island.
While in this location, they under-girded the ship by wrapping the cable rope
around its hull to strengthen it against the violence of the sea. After they had done all
they could, they took in the anchor, and raised the sails briefly to put out to sea away
from the island. They then left it to drift with the wind.
The following day, after being tossed on the waves without any control of the ship,
they lightened it by dumping some of its cargo into the sea. On the third day, they threw
out the ship’s tackling, which now seemed to be useless. Then they continued to be
tossed and driven by the storm, without any knowledge of their location, since they
could see neither sun nor stars by which to determine their direction. And after being
tossed in the storm for about fourteen days (verse 27), they lost all hope of being saved,
except for Paul, whose hope was in the Lord.

Paul Again Advised the Centurion and Crew
(Verses 21-37)
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Paul was evidently the only man on the ship who did not lose hope. He was
dedicated to perish in the storm if this was God’s time and way to take him home, but
he, no doubt, remembered the night the Lord appeared to him in the castle in Jerusalem
and told him he must go to Rome. He knew the Lord, in whom he trusted fully, would
fulfill His will.
However, he did not express his hope to the other men until the Lord again
appeared to him with a message of assurance. The Lord’s second message that he
should be brought before Caesar in Rome also involved all those on board the ship.
Perhaps, it was in answer to Paul’s prayers, that the Lord promised to save all the men
on the ship.
Paul now stood before the centurion and captain and officers, and reminded them
that they should have heeded his advice not to sail from Fair Havens. He did not refer
to that experience in an attitude of “I told you so,” but rather to induce them to believe
this second message he was going to give them. He then told them how the Lord had
appeared to him in the night and told them that all the men would be saved, but the ship
would be lost. He admonished them to take hope and be of good cheer for he believed
God would fulfill all that He has said. God had showed him that they would be cast on
an island. And on the fourteenth night, perhaps soon after Paul had told of his visitation
from the Lord, the shipmen discerned that they were nearing land. They sounded and
found the ocean floor to be twenty fathoms deep and a little farther, they sounded again,
and found it to be fifteen fathoms, so they knew they were nearing land. But in the
darkness, they were afraid of running on rocks, so they cast out anchors and waited
anxiously for the light of day.
Some of the shipmen were so anxious to get off the ship and find the land that they
undertook to let down the life boat while pretending to cast out anchors. But Paul
discerned what they were doing and told the centurion that they would be lost if they did
not remain in the ship. And perhaps the safety of all on board would have been in
jeopardy without the services of the shipmen the next morning in maneuvering the ship
nearer to the island.
By this time the centurion, and perhaps all the other men, had learned the wisdom
of following Paul’s advice. So the soldiers cut off the ropes and let the boat fall empty
into the sea. Then while they waited, Paul admonished them to eat, for they had all
fasted during those fourteen frightful days in the storm. But whether they fasted as a
religious rite or simply because that in their fear and turmoil they had no desire for food,
we do not know. Now that Paul’s message had given them hope, and they had
received encouragement from the sounding which showed them to be near land, it was
for their physical well-being that they should eat. And when Paul had given thanks for
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the food and began to eat, all the two hundred and seventy-six men were encouraged to
eat with him. Paul, as the Lord’s representative, manifested his deep concern for both
their physical and spiritual well-being and doubtless won converts from among them. By
praying in their presence, he demonstrated his faith that they would all be saved.

The Shipwreck
(Verses 38-44)
After all the men had eaten sufficiently, they again lightened the ship by dumping
the remaining wheat into the sea. They had now sacrificed all the cargo of the ship, and
were no longer concerned for anything but the saving of their lives. This voyage had
been a total loss materially, but it had been ordained of God to be a priceless
experience to these men spiritually. They had been taught faith in God and the true
value of life.
When it was daylight, they saw that they were near land, but had no idea of its
location. They discovered the mouth of a creek which emptied into the sea, and hoped
it would prove to be a harbor into which they could maneuver the ship. So they took up
the anchors, loosed the rudder bands so they could steer the ship, raised the sails to
the wind, and started toward the shore.
Having no knowledge of the land or of the condition of the ocean floor at this point,
they ran the ship aground at a place where seemingly mud deposits had built up the
meeting of two seas or currents. The fore part of the ship stuck fast and the hinder part
was soon broken to pieces by the violence of the waves which still raged.
When they were defeated in their efforts to bring the ship into the bay, which had
appeared to be a natural harbor, the soldiers who were doubtless, employed as guards
of the prisoners, suggested killing the prisoners lest they escape. This was probably
due to the cruel Roman practice of holding guards responsible with their own lives for
the prisoners they were set to guard. But the centurion, Julius, into whose charge the
prisoners had been committed, had become thoroughly convinced of Paul’s integrity
and of the fact of his divine protection, so he rejected the soldiers’ counsel, for the sake
of saving him. He commanded that those who were able to swim, should be the first to
leave the ship and swim to land. Then those who were unable to swim, should attempt
to reach the land on boards and broken pieces of the ship. In this way, all the men
escaped safely to land.
While the ship was still tossing in the storm, with no indication that they were near
land, Paul had told the men of God’s message to him that the ship would be lost, but all
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lives would be saved. He had also told them that they would be cast upon an island,
and now all had happened just as he had said.
God had revealed all this to His servant, and then caused it to be minutely fulfilled,
to prove to these men that Paul’s message of salvation was the truth of the God of
creation. God alone, is able to declare the end from the beginning and from ancient
time, the things which have not yet come to pass,
Isaiah 46:10-13: “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth
my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will
also bring it to
pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it. Hearken unto Me,
ye stouthearted,
that are far from righteousness: I bring near my righteousness: it shall not be far
off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel,
my Glory.”
that men may learn to believe and trust in His Word.
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CHAPTER 28
PAUL’S JOURNEY TO ROME (Continued)
The Landing on Mel’i-ta
(Verse 1, 2)
None of the men of the wrecked ship, even though some of them were seasoned
seamen, had the least idea of their location until they had landed on the island, since
they had been tossed in the storm for fourteen days without any means of determining
their direction. But when they landed, they learned that this was the island of Mel’i-ta,
which today is called Malta.
The island is about seventeen miles long and eight or nine miles wide, and is
located about sixty-two miles south of Sicily. It is said to have been colonized by the
Phoenicians about the 10th century B.C., and its inhabitants, at the time of the
shipwreck, were probably descended from these earlier settlers. It is thought that they
were called barbarous people, because their language was not understood by either the
Greeks or the Latins.
These people were kind to the victims of the shipwreck. The men who had escaped
from the wrecked ship were all wet and cold. The time of the wreck was evidently in the
month of October and the weather was certainly stormy. But the people of the island
received them kindly and built a bonfire to warm and dry them. This treatment must
have been very welcome by all the men who had escaped from the wreck.

Paul bitten by a viper (Verses 3-6)
Paul, true to his nature tried to be helpful by gathering fuel for the bonfire. He did
not notice the viper hidden among the sticks that he had laid on the fire. And as the
heat and flames came up through the sticks, the viper came out from among them and
bit Paul on the hand.
The natives of the island knew this viper to be very poisonous, the bite of
which should have killed Paul in a very short time. They no doubt had already learned
that he was one of
the prisoners, and, in their heathen superstition, decided that he must have been a
murderer on whom his deity was taking vengeance. But Paul simply shook the serpent
off into the fire, and experienced no harm form its bite. He, in faith, had claimed the
promise of Jesus that His disciples should take up snakes, and if they drink any deadly
poison, it should not hurt them.
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Mark 16:18 “They shall take up serpents and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
When the people, after expecting for some time that he would fall down dead, saw
that nothing happened, they decided that he must himself be a god. Paul had once
before been taken for a god by heathen people who had seen the manifestation of the
power of God in his life and works. And the Lord manifested Himself to these heathen
people through His servant at this time.

The Healing of Publius’ Father (Verses 7-10)
Paul and his associates had been lodged courteously for three days in the quarters
of Publius, the chief man or governor of the island, when he was given another
opportunity to demonstrate the power of the Lord Jesus. He learned that the father of
Publius was seriously ill with a fever and dysentery. He not only desired to reciprocate
the favors he was receiving from his host, but wanted to demonstrate the power of God
to the people as a means of awakening their faith to receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
He perhaps asked to be admitted to the room of the sick man, where he laid hands on
him and prayed for him, according to James’ instruction for performing the ministry of
healing.
James 5:14-15 “Is there any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of
the Church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;
and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.”
The man was instantly healed. The people began bringing their sick ones from all
over the island to Paul, and the Lord healed through his prayers and faith. We may be
assured that Paul took this opportunity to preach to them that the Lord who had healed
them desired to save them from their sins, and that many of them were converted to the
faith of Jesus Christ, and filled with the Holy Ghost.
Healing is not the main issue of the Gospel, but it is certainly a part of the apostolic
message, and one of the signs that the Lord ordained should follow the preaching of His
Gospel.
The beneficiaries of Paul’s ministry on the island of Mel’i-ta undoubtedly believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ, as manifested by their show of appreciation. They highly
honored Paul and his helpers, and loaded them with gifts of necessary provisions when
they departed from the island.
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Tradition has recorded that the inhabitants of the island were converted to
Christianity. And no doubt Paul and his friends gave thanks to God who had
providentially guided the ship from the harbor of Fair Havens for an approximate four
hundred and seventy-six miles across the Mediterranean to this island for the benefit of
these people who needed to know of His Gospel.
The Journey from Mel’i-ta to Rome (Verses 11-16)
Julius with his prisoners and Paul’s friends, and perhaps all of the two hundred and
seventy-six men who escaped from the wrecked ship, had remained on the island some
time in October, so they would have departed some time in January. They were able to
leave by another ship of Alexandria, which also appears to have become stranded here
for the winter, though faring better than the ship on which Paul had sailed. The winter
was not entirely over but the stormy season had passed sufficiently so that they could
now sail with relative safety. They sailed from Mel’i-ta to the historic and capital city of
Syracuse, on the eastern coast of Sicily, which was about eighty miles north of Mel’i-ta.
They remained in this port for three days. Paul probably took advantage of those three
days to plant the gospel seed in Syracuse, for he is regarded as the founder of
Christianity in Silicy.
Sailing was still subject to weather conditions, but the crew of Paul’s ship was able
to sail by compass to Rhe’gi-um, which was a city on the toe of the Italian boot just
opposite the northeast corner of Silicy. Perhaps the compass was necessary to sail the
ship through the narrow strait, just six miles wide, between the island of Silicy and the
toe of the Italian boot.
They tarried one day in Rhe’gi-um because of weather conditions. But the following
day the south wind blew, and they were able to sail to Pu-te’o-li, about one hundred and
eighty miles north of Rhe’gi-um, situated on the northern coast of the bay of Naples. It
was the leading port of Italy, and perhaps the nearest port to Rome and the destination
of the ship, for Paul and his company went the rest of the way to Rome over land.
In Pu-te’o-li, they found a congregation of Christians who desired them to remain
with them for seven days. Julius was evidently favorable to their request, and Paul was
able to minister to the saints there for seven days, after which they went on their way to
Rome.
By this time, the saints in Rome had heard that, at last, Paul was on his way from
Pu-te’o-li, and nearing Rome, so a number of the brethren went to meet him on the way.
One group went as far as Ap-pi-i fo’rum, a village on the famous Appian Way, which
was forty-three miles from Rome. Another group met him at Three Taverns, which was
about thirty-three miles from Rome. The loving concern of these brethren who traveled
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such distances to meet him was heart warming and encouraging to Paul after his long
and turbulent voyage.
Paul had never been to Rome before this time, but he had many friends there.
These friends informed the saints whom he had not met about him and the great work
he had done. He had written to them his important Epistle of Romans from Corinth in
Greece on the occasion of his third missionary journey. At the time he had written that
letter, Aq’ui-la and Priscilla were again in Rome, and may still have been in Rome at this
time. In his Epistle to the Romans he had expressed his sincere desire and intention to
visit them, and now that desire and intention was being fulfilled.
Paul’s Ministry in Rome (Verses 16-31)
When the centurion Julius finally arrived in Rome with his prisoners and Paul’s
friends, he delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard in Rome. This was the
emperor’s guard.
He had at last completed his assignment which had involved so many difficulties
and dangers. And he probably relinquished his charge with a feeling of relief, except
perhaps for a feeling of reluctance to leave the association of the godly Paul.
Perhaps it was on Julias’s recommendation that the captain of the guard gave Paul
the unusual liberty of dwelling by himself in his own hired (rented) house, with only a
single soldier to guard him. And those soldiers who, in turn, were chained to Paul,
enjoyed the rare privilege of association with a man who was a personal representative
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The other prisoners were kept in a camp near the city,
according to the history and customs of that time.
Paul lost little time in beginning his ministry in Rome. The three days which elapsed
before he called the chief men of the Jews to him were barely enough time to become
settled in his new abode and, perhaps, for a brief relaxation from his strenuous journey.
When the Jews came to him, he sought to erase from their minds and prejudiced or
pre-conceived ideas they might have formed against him from news received of his
trouble with the Jews in Jerusalem. They, of course, knew that he was now a prisoner
in Rome. He told them that the Romans would have released him, but because the
Jews demanded a death sentence against him, he was compelled to appeal to Caesar.
They had clamored for him to be sent back to Jerusalem, where there intended to take
the law into their own hands and kill him.
Paul wanted the Jews in Rome to know that he harbored no ill-will toward the
people of his own nation. He hoped to have friendly relations with the Jews in Rome, so
that he might preach the Gospel of Jesus to them. He followed the same pattern in his
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ministry here that he had followed in every place he had gone; that of taking his
message of salvation first to his own people, the Jews.
The Jews of Rome assured him that they had no letters or complaints against him
from Jerusalem, and that they desired to hear his doctrine of Jesus, for all they knew of
it was that it was spoken against in every place. It was to their credit that they had not
yet become prejudiced against the message of Jesus. So Paul appointed a certain day,
and many came to his lodging to hear him expound the Gospel of Jesus Christ, showing
by the Law of Moses and the prophets that Jesus fulfilled the Scriptures.
As the Jews had done elsewhere, some believed, and some rejected his message.
He showed to the unbelieving that the Scripture had fortold of their unbelief; Jesus had
often reminded unbelieving Jews that they fulfilled this prophetic passage.
Matt. 13:14-15 “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith,by
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and
shall not perceive; For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears. And should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should heal them.”
And Paul had before referred to the prophecy of their unbelief.
Romans 11:7-10 “What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh
for; But the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. (According as it
is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not
see, And ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. And David saith, Let their
table be made a snare, and a trap, and stumbling block,and a recompence unto
them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back
always.”
When he told them that God was sending His message of salvation to the Gentiles
who would hear and receive it, they departed from him, reasoning among themselves.
A remnant of the Jews in Rome were converted to Jesus but, as elsewhere, the majority
of them refused to believe in Him.
Paul lived in his own rented house, under house arrest, for two years, and had a
rich and full ministry among both Jews and Gentiles. He was not permitted to go out to
seek an audience, but many who were hungry for truth came to him to hear his
message of life and peace in Jesus. By the divine providence and power of God, he
was permitted perfect freedom to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Neither the
emperor nor any of the Roman officers tried to hinder him in any way.
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When he was not preaching to those who came to him, he spent much time
writing to the various churches he had left in Asia Minor and in Macedonia. During
these two years he wrote he wrote the Epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, and Philemon. And we, after studying of his experiences during the two
years imprisonment in Caes-a-re’a, his tempestuous voyage to Rome, and his two
years imprisonment there, can better understand his words to the saints of Phi-lip’pi,
that all the things which had happened to him had fallen out unto the furtherance of the
Gospel. Through his ministry in Rome, his testimony had reached into the very palace
of the emperor, and his faithfulness in his bonds of affliction had been an example to
encourage others to boldly proclaim the Gospel of Jesus in the face of persecutions.
It has been inferred from certain passages in the Epistles which Paul wrote from
Rome, and from his pastoral Epistles to Timothy and Titus, that he was set at liberty at
the end of the two years and traveled again in missionary work. But he was finally
apprehended a second time, and executed in Rome sometime between 65 and 68 A.D.
He seems to have referred in his letter to the Philippians to a time when he was in doubt
whether he would be executed immediately or be given his liberty. He testified that he
desired to depart and be with the Lord, but concluded that he would be spared for the
furtherance of their faith and expected to be able to visit them again; And he wrote to
Philemon to prepare him a lodging, for he expected to be delivered (from prison)
through the prayers of the saints. He is thought to have written the Epistles of I Timothy
and Titus during his period of freedom between the two imprisonments in Rome. And it
appears obvious, from the last chapter of 2 Timothy, that he wrote it during the second
imprisonment and just before his execution.
2 Timothy 4:6-21 “For I am now ready to be offered and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the Righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing. Do thy diligence to come shortly unto
me: For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is
departed unto Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca: Cres’cens to Gala’tia, Titus unto Dal-ma’ti-a. Only
Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for
the ministry. And Tych’i-cus have I sent to Eph’e-sus. The cloak that I left at
Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but
especially the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the
Lord reward him according to his works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath
greatly withstood our words. At my first answer no man stood with me, but all
men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.
Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the
Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the
108

109 | P a g e
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his
heavenly Kingdom; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Salute Pris’ca
and Aq’ui-la, and the household of On-e-siph’o-rus. E-ras’tus abode at Corinth
but Troph’i-mus have I left at Mi-le’tim sick. Do thy dilignece to come before
winter, Eu-bu’lus greeteth thee and Pudens, and Li’nus, and Clau’di-a, and all the
brethren.”
He faithfully finished his ministry on earth, but the influence of the ministry of this
great man of faith will live on to the end of the Church age. Thousands of people for
nearly two thousand years have been greatly influenced and blessed by his teaching of
the great doctrines of Jesus Christ and his practical admonitions to holiness and purity
of life. Perhaps no other man in history has had so much influence on Christian
doctrine and living.
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