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1 THE GREEK ALPHABET

1. The Greek alphabet consists of twenty-four letters. The pronunciation
of these letters, briefly indicated in the right-hand column below, will be
treated in detail in Lesson 2.

FORM
CAPITALS  SMALL NAME PRONUNCIATION
A a [-7%3 alpha a in father
B g B béta b in baboon
r Y Yéppx  gamma g in gag
A § Sérta delta d in dawdle
E € 2 géy  epsilon ¢ in egg
4 (4 G z€ta z in zoo
H n Fre €ta a in gate
] 0 Ot théta th in thug
I L ot iota i in picnic
K % xdrme  kappa k in kumguat
A A Mppde  lambda lin lump
M 13 ud mu m in mud
N v Vb nu n in nonsense
= g & xi . xinvex
o o 8 wpby  omicron ough in ought
o T T pi " pin pepper
P e ) rhd 7 in rarity
z {23 olypa sigma s in success
T T tad  tau tin tight
Y v O guaév  upsilon German i, French u
® @ ot phi ph in phosphorus
X b'e Xt chi German ch in ach, ich
v % opi ps in tipsy
Q (%) & péyo  Omega 0 in oaf
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[2] Lesson 1

2. The student should practice writing the letters until he can do so with
ease and speed. There should be no difficulty in imitating the printed
forms of the capitals; the small letters may be written as indicated below.
A small “s” indicates the point where each letter should be begun
(“s1,” “ss,” etc., are used if it is necessary to lift the pen or pencil), and
an arrowhead (———) indicates the direction in which the pen or pencil
should move. For convenience, the letters may be divided into four groups:

(1) Eleven of the Greek small letters do not extend below the line of
writing, and are approximately as wide as they are high (cf. English g, ¢,
¢, etc.). (The corresponding capitals are given first, then the printed forms
of the small letters, then the “diagrams” for imitation.)

A E 1 K N 0
a € L ® v o

S S S1 S S
ESETTERS 4

X e ¢ g 140
n z T Y Q
T (-] T v w
5 s, Ry e s

A
S

S pE R

Note that v has a point at the bottom, whereas v is round. There are a
large number of pairs of forms which are orthographically identical except
for this small but important difference: e.g., x6opov — uéopon, vépov
— vépov, Tbrov — THTOV,
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The Greek Alphabet  [2]

(2) Three of the Greek small letters rest on the line of writing but are
twice as high as the letters in group (1):

e
OR VAL

(3) Seven of the Greek small letters rest on the line of writing and extend
below it, but do not extend above the letters of group (1):

T H M P © @ X

VHU@(@W
B ' ]

Notice (a) that v and ¢ are not usually made to extend as far below the
line as the others and (b) that the form g occurs only at the end of words
(for the form used in other positions, see group (1)): adg, véoog,
CUVTAGGELG.
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